
Mosier Cherries
A banner year for most of our 
farmers but unless you truly 
understand the economics of 
supply and demand you never 
know how successful a year is 
for everyone.  Still, everyone I 
know consuming this year’s 
crop is thrilled with the size 
and flavor of much of what 
they’ve tasted.  In 8 years out 
here I’ve never seen a June 
like this without rain near or 
at harvest.
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Wolf In Chef’s 
Clothing

Later in this issue, I review my 
favorite humorous cookbook.  

Meantime, here’s what to do 
with Kale

1.  Rub olive oil on both sides of  
each leaf  of  kale.  2.  Place on 
baking sheet. 3.  Bake 350º for 

18-20 min until 
crispy. 4.  salt.   
Eat like potato 
chips. Layer for 
thicker chips.

Toward the end of June I 
noticed a change on the faces of 
many Mosierites, exhaustion.  
They were in 
labor, about to 
give birth to 
millions of 
little cherries.  
If some of 
those 
expectant 
farmers were 
also raising 
grapes and 
vegetables 
exhaustion 
wouldn’t begin to describe 

them.  Yet with all of the lack of 
sleep, anticipation as each cloud 
in the sky turns gray everyone 

including the 
obvious group 
seems to be 
walking 
around with a 
kind of charge 
to their aura.  
We finally, 
really know 
summer is here 
even though 
we haven’t yet 
had enough 

wind-free warm evenings.

Cheetties 

Cherries continue into July this year, Interesting Mosier was 
amazingly interesting, fresh produce available locally, lots 
happening in July as we head for two months of hitting our 
summer stride here in the Gorge.

JULY, OH MY! (AND THE REST OF THE YEAR)
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July is rolling in and our small businesses join in with their 
own labor.  While the cherry farmers ship their brood off 
to adoption agencies, tourists suddenly appear.  July begins 
the make it or break it months of bounty.  Steve and 
Nellie’s arms will gain muscle dishing out their delicious 
ice cream while serving the visiting hordes coffee, ice 
cream and other treats.  Ben, Brian and their creative crew 
will be conjuring all kinds of brews with their own roast of 
coffees, coffee drinks, and not to mention light and tasty 
lunch items and of course beer.  Barry and Debra will  
float between The Good River and The Thirsty Woman 
serving up delicious bites and brews and will keep the 
town entertained with live music on the lawn and by 
attracting musicians who hang out and jam.  We are all 
booked in July, busy, busy, busy.  It’s as if we have come 
out of our hives to make up for lost time knowing full well 
that summer here is about 8 weeks long.  

August will be hot though statistically July is hotter.  We 
cruise in August on heat and lack of sleep.  Sun, sun, sun.  
Then BOOM it’s Labor Day.  We stand in the middle of 
September wondering what happened.  Tourists go away 
though there is a slight surge of folks who wait until 
September to vacation.  But in Mosier, a quiet comes over 
the town and we wonder if we’ve just dreamed of July and 
August. 

September is never quite as beautiful as its reputation, we 
have to wait for October when the leave are at their golden 
peak and we enjoy eye popping autumn.   

But October goes too fast, certainly too fast to get a really 
good Halloween costume made, so we throw on an eye 
patch and a pencil mustache and become pirates or go for 
the vamp look.  

November brings rain and cold but looming large is 
Thanksgiving which occupies our consciousness all month 
and quickly in one day defines everything that is our 
family no matter how you manifest your gathering.  

Christmas ads have already started and we will this year, 
no doubt, wonder if we can pull off a downsized 
Christmas without guilt and disappointment.  In our hearts, 
we will long to NOT purchase all that stuff, get it wrapped 
and watch it torn open then quickly discarded.  Someone 
will pull it off.  Someone will have a family gathering, 
perhaps use Thanksgiving as an opportunity to talk about 
what really matters at Christmas and propose a ‘one gift 
with meaning’ celebration this year or some reasonable 
amount of giving. Children will be included in the decision 
and helped to understand the necessity for a leaner year 
this year which may turn out to a most meaningful 
Christmas.

Then there’s January.  Mosier’s own January micro- 
climate.  Predictable ice storms, life in the inversion.  We 
have our own Cloud Mountains with moss hanging in the 
trees.  This is the month that divides us into two groups, 
those who love hunkering down in the clouds and cold to a 
good book or to finally work on that favorite hobby or 
those who flee with sunscreen in hand.  We all, in our own 
way hunker down and businesses hang on for dear life.  
One year late in January, 2002 I believe it was, the Grass 
Widows bloomed with the first sign that there would be a 
spring again.  That was a rare January.  But February 
almost always shows some promise if even though just a 
tease.

March is Mosier’s most frustrating month.  It should be 
spring, it should be warmer, it should be ok to put those 
little seedlings out in the garden, but it isn’t.  March is a 
tease and a fickle friend.

April is beginning to bloom into peak beauty out here but 
has its own lack of commitment.  Surly Easter will be 
sunny and beautiful and we can run through grassy 
meadows in new white shoes hunting eggs, but 
NOOOOOOO, bring special shoes and jackets. April is 
only a set up for May.

Then Balsam Root covers the land turning green 
into ribbons of yellow on practically every hillside 

In May we still aren’t all that satisfied, but we appreciate 
any bones Mother Nature throws us.  We can definitely put 
almost anything out in the garden now.  We have Mother’s 
Day and a Camelot sense of the world in our environment 
so gorgeous.  I May we beg friends to come out and see 
the wildflowers, hike and visit.

Just arrived is the Grange Calendar for 2009-2010! Our 
unique Mosier calendar is as different here as we like the 
rest of it to be.  There is a certain toughness to Mosier’s 
months, each one and it takes a certain kind of toughness 
to thrive here.  And we do thrive here.

Suzi



Historic The Dalles Planning a big Wagon Train 
event for September and looking for sponsorships

We are beginning to actively seek sponsors for 
the Oregon Statehood Wagon Train. Wasco 
County Historical Society has a goal of raising 
$30,000 to pay for the cost of operating this 40 
day event.

 The good news is that we have received an in-kind 
donation from CHS, Inc. https://www.chsinc.com

This Oregon-based company manufactures Equis 
Feed, the pack horse feed cubes required in the 
Malheur National Forest district. CHS is kindly 
sponsoring our animal feed for the ENTIRE TRIP, 
which is a donation of approximately $6,000, 
bringing the total we need to raise down to 
$24,000. In return, we’ll be providing them 
internet advertising on our website, include them 
in print promotions, and there will be a vinyl 
banner promoting their company displayed on the 
wagon train.

 We have six Sponsorship Levels to accommodate 
anyone’s ability to give. You can see the Sponsor 
plan on our website:

http://www.historicthedalles.org/
sponsor_levels.htm

 Or download a PDF flyer to distribute.

http://www.historicthedalles.org/images/pdf/
2009_HTDD_Sponsors.pdf

 We are asking every one of our supporters to 
help us raise the remainder of the money. If 
everyone on this contact list could approach just 
one business, one corporation, and/or one 
individual who might be able to help us fund this 
event, it will greatly expand our ability to reach 
out to the greater Central and Eastern Oregon 
community.

 This is an opportunity for businesses and 
corporations to take part in this official 
Oregon150 event, to enjoy the publicity that will 
come with the natural interest of media and 
tourists, and to help raise awareness of the value 
of this region that is so rich with history and 
cultural tradition.

 This event is bigger than any one of us – it’s our 
chance to make a memory for today’s children, so 
that when they grow up and become business 
leaders, sit on our boards of directors, work for 
our city, county, and state governments, they 
remember the day the wagon train came to town. 
This one event can spark a passion for history in 
their hearts so that some day, when this legacy is 
left to them, they recognize the value in it and 
work to preserve it for future generations.

 You can be a part of that by helping us fund this 
historic event.

Thanks for helping to spread the word.

Be sure to visit our website for more information: 
www.historicthedalles.org

We’ll be soon posting the updated route schedule 
(a final route check is being made now). And yes, 
people WILL be able to sign up to ride the wagon 
train - $50 per day includes meals.

 

Susan Buce

Thunderbolt Designs

541-296-3202

P.O. Box 294, The Dalles OR 97058

thunderbolt@a2zgorge.info

www.thunderboltpublishing.com

www.a2zgorge.info

 

Historic The Dalles Days Planning Committee
buce@charter.net

541-296-3202

Historic The Dalles Days, Sept. 2009

www.historicthedalles.org
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growing FOOD.  He has devised a garden that is designed to use less water, 
grow more in less space, all in and around plastic pipes filled with organic 
soil.  

This is the year of  trial and error as Jeff  is discovering.  The broccoli plants, 
which are planted in holes drilled out of  the plastic pipes, are less than 
successful thus far, but the peppers growing out of  the tops of  pipe pictured 
left and below are thriving.  This would indicate that the pipes trap a lot of  
heat that the peppers love and the broccoli is less than thrilled with.

Jeff  and Pam will be selling their produce 
from their farm as soon as they have enough produce ready, so watch for a 
large sign at their place indicating that you are welcome to drive into their 
driveway to purchase.  Even if  you just come in to see their garden it is 
worth the stop.  To get there take State Road about a mile up from Mosier 
and stop at the big curve just past the Evans and Byrd Orchards where the 
big bus and small out buildings are situated. 1150 State Road.

Fresh Produce in and Around Mosier
Volunteer Fire Chief  Jim Appleton can be seen at the Fruit Grower’s Building this summer selling a 
variety of  produce, mushrooms,and some packaged foods.  Choy and Kim have some fresh food basics at 
Mosier Market though not directly from the local farms.  The Gorge Grown Network will bring its 
mobile farmer’s market to Mosier Saturdays from 1pm - 3pm, starting on July 4th.  For those of  you who 
wonder what the heck that white plastic covered growing section of  Jeff  and Pam’s place at 1150 State 
Road at the big curve just past Bird’s Orchard is, the photos on this page reveal the secrets.  Jeff  is 



Proctor Family Celebrates
Proctor Family Celebrates One Hundred Years
 
The Proctor descendants will be holding their family reunion Saturday, the 11th, in the Mosier Grange Hall.  It's a special 
occasion as it's the 100th anniversary from when the John & Matilda Proctor family had come from London, England to the 
ranch in Mosier, Oregon.  They had arrived at Ellis Island July 4th, 1909.
 
The family invites their community friends to join them at 3:00 for visiting, desserts, and viewing their Proctor Family 
History DVD.

WCHS Schedules Summer Outing
Wasco County Historical Society invites the public to join them for a diverse day in Mosier, Saturday, July 25th.  
Cost is $15 for WCHS members and $20 for non-members which includes lunch.  Transportation will be by car 
pooling from the upper parking lot at The Dalles/Wasco County Library or from the totem pole in downtown 
Mosier.
 
The day's itinerary is as follows:
8:15 a.m. meet at the upper parking lot at The Dalles/Wasco Co. Library
9:00 a.m. meet at Mosier's totem pole
9:30 a.m. visit the Highland Meadows Ranch, 5 miles south of the city limits
11:30 a.m. catered lunch by Suzi Conklin, "Wild Flower Chef Services" -- in the Mosier Grange Hall
1:15 p.m. visit Candace and Ron Pott's home up on State Rd.
2:30 p.m. visit the Jefferson Mosier House and downtown Mosier
4:30 p.m. arrive back in The Dalles
 
Sites of interest are:
 
The HIGHLAND MEADOWS RANCH, 1400 acres, owned by John & Suzy Pearson for the past ten years, was 
owned some years ago by Judge Fred W. Wilson and his wife, Content.  Judge Wilson had been elected district 
attorney in 1908 for Wasco, Hood River and Crook Counties.  In 1917, he was appointed circuit judge.  During 
his service, 1917-1948, he became noted for his "honesty, fairness, integrity and ability".  The Wilsons had two 
children, Joseph G., named after his grandfather, and Elizabeth, named after her grandmother.  The Wilson family 
utilized this ranch as their family's summer retreat.  In addition to seeing the vacation home of this historically-
significant Wasco County family, we will also be able to see the renovation work performed by the Pearsons and 
especially apparent on a large, early 1930's barn, which now serves an an event rental for corporate retreats, 
reunions, weddings, etc.  The man-made structures and panoramic views are fantastic!
 
Candace and Ron Pott's home on 7-Mile Hill [State Rd.] east of Mosier was featured in the May-June 2002 issue 
of OREGON HOME.  The Potts also own a Portland condo. Ron is a physician and works with Oregon 
Transplant Network Management. Candace has worked in marketing and advertising.  Both native Oregonians 
and desiring a home in the country, they chose Mosier where they have a view of the Gorge and Mt. Adams.  
Their Mosier home is decorated throughout with Western and vintage memorabilia in addition to their family's 
pioneer heirlooms.  The home itself was built from recycled material, e.g., large timbers dismantled from the 
former Bumble Bee Cannery in Astoria, decorative steel roof shingles from a church in Pendleton, recycled 
doorknobs and doors, and many, many other items of interest.  This is a home that will have all visitors and guests 
speaking of its treasures and the gracious hosts for days!
 



The Jefferson N. Mosier House, built in 1904, is an elegantly restored Queen Victorian home in the center of 
Mosier.  The son of Jonah Mosier who founded the town in 1854, Jefferson platted the town and became very 
active in civic matters both locally and state-wide.  The Matthew and Amali Koerner family began their detailed 
restoration work on the home in the late 1980's. They and continue their work in the "off season" in order to 
provide an ever increasingly lovely stay for their Bed & Breakfast guests.  Inn Keeper Cindy Hunter has earned a 
wonderful reputation with her breakfasts featuring local produce and baked goods.  With her role as hostess, she 
also serves by directing guests to the area's recreational, historical, cultural pursuits.
 
To end the day, participants may choose to visit the downtown Farmers' Market and Grange cherry sale, treat 
themselves to ice cream, espresso, &/or a vintage Porsche at the "Route 30", or take a guided walking tour of the 
historic buildings.
 
Registration is being taken now for the day's activities by contacting Jan Leininger at 541-478-3429.  The 
deadline is Tuesday, July 21st.  Checks, made out to WCHS, may be mailed to her at 1550 Morgensen 

MOSIER TREATMENT PLANT NEAR COMPLETION
The Mosier treatment plant is almost complete and when finished, not only will it look better, it is going to have some 
profound improvements for neighbors and for the environment.

Passersby will no longer see the brown sludgy fountain at the plant, instead, underwater aeration systems will create more 
oxygen throughout the tanks which will promote bacteria growth.  The bacteria will consume solid wastes.  In the now 
larger pools, more solid waste will be able to be processed.   As a last step before the waste is released into the river, the 
bacteria is exposed to Ultra Violet light which sterilizes them so they cannot reproduce in the wild.

According the City Engineer John Grimm, “the oil contamination ended up costing the City around a quarter million bucks 
most of which was paid for  by additional debt acquisition. The City has had no luck finding out who dumped the oil but 
there are a few likely suspects.  The plant construction was below budget if the oil problem is not included in the final tally.  
The upgrade will result in significant water quality benefits including increased contaminate removal and in addition the 
reduction of nitrogen in the effluent.  Also the use of chlorine has been discontinued, except in rare circumstances due to 
the installation of the UV system.  The City’s design focused on maximizing energy efficiency for all new equipment and 
processes. The City will be wrapping up construction this month with landscaping as one of the final tasks.  Native plants 
will be planted all around the facility.”

Congratulations are in order to MAIN STREET MOSIER (MSM) not only for the 
impressive publication mailed to Mosier residents outlining the results of the poll taken of Mosier residents with regard to 
Mosier’s future, but also simply for Main Street’s organized and methodical process toward seeing how Mosier’s growth 
can be managed in a way that considers as many interests as possible from Mosierites.  [Those living in the 97040 Zip code 
and few sneaky outliers]

At the county level, the Wasco County Commission voted to keep the Mosier Comprehensive Plan/ Downtown Plan 
Updates /Main Street Mosier at position #5 in the top 10 ranking of the most deserving local projects of all kinds. See 
the County’s website on Needs and Issues [http://co.wasco.or.us/county/wcedc/needs_issues_wcedc.cfm]  These rankings 
are considered important to attracting the necessary funds to accomplish the tasks that include technical assistance and 
infrastructure projects. The Wasco County Economic Development Commission, composed of 10 representatives from 
around the County.  The joke is that Mark Cherniack represents ‘West County’ [Mosier and....?] on the Commission. The 
other nine commissioners strongly supported the Mosier proposal in order for it to be ranked this high on a total list of 
nearly 50 proposed projects seeking technical assistance.

http://co.wasco.or.us/county/wcedc/needs_issues_wcedc.cfm%5D
http://co.wasco.or.us/county/wcedc/needs_issues_wcedc.cfm%5D


*Did you miss Interesting Mosier?  www.interestingmosier.com

Congratulations to Emily Reed for putting on a most interesting Interesting Mosier.  Anyone skeptical of this event will kick 
themselves for not attending when you see it on the internet.  We’ll announce when it will be available for viewing.  It is 
impossible to adequately describe the event.  It came with the school gym decked out complete with living room atmosphere, 
treats and coffee tasting by 10 Speed East, entertainment by two new guys [and one woman] in town who will be featured in 
next month’s newsletter, fascinating, entertaining and touching presentations by participants and great fun all around.  Emily 
thought of everything including neck and back massages during the event.  Don’t miss it when and if it comes around again.



NEWSBIT: learned recently that a house on 
Mosier Creek sold that used to belong to the 
famous Shogren sisters and was their summer 
retreat.  Intrigued, I searched for more 
information about the two and found the following 
article by writer Alice Cotton who gave me 
permission to share the information with readers 
of The Mosier Valley News.  suzi

Chefs, Weddings and High Fashion
at the historic Shogren House

The Shogren House story begins in Sweden in the 
late 1800s when Sophia and Henry Shogren decided 
to leave their native country and sail to America. 
They spent some time in the midwest then made 
their way to Oregon looking for new opportunities. 
The Shogrens settled in Portland in 1892. They had 
seven children; six girls and one boy. In the face of 
poverty and hard times, two of the Shogren sisters, 
Ann and May, decided to start a dressmaking 
business.  Backed by their creativity and natural 
trade sense, these two sisters built a highly successful 
and profitable business.  Their success was especially 
salient in light of the fact that they lived in an era 
when career options for women were severely 
limited. In the late 1800s through the early 1900s 
dressmaking was one of the only careers available to 
women that offered any real possibility of success.  
When the Shogren House was built in 1916 the 
Shogren sisters ran a dressmaking business that 
blossomed into a very profitable enterprise.

It is interesting to note that at the turn of the century 
many American dressmakers were bringing foreign 
fashions to America and began developing new 
fashion designs of their own.  This is just what the 
Shogren sisters did. Aggressive and smart, “tall and 
elegant”, Ann and May Shogren created fashionable 
dresses that became highly sought after by the elite 
and the wealthy both in and outside of Oregon. Some 
of their clients included an eccentric heir to the 
Winchester rifle fortune, the Failings, the Ladds, the 
Corbets, and the Meiers and the Franks. Clients 
arrived in carriages and horses and left with dresses 
that sparkled and flashed with the magic only a 

talented dressmaker could conceive of. The Shogren 
sisters rose to a degree of social prominence despite 
their “poor immigrant” background and set an 
example of how women entrepreneurs could 
succeed. 

When the Shogren sisters were there the Shogren 
House became a dressmaker’s paradise with rooms 
designated for specialized jobs in the dressmaking 
industry. They employed seamstresses and family 
members. The Shogren sisters were respectful of their 
employees which nurtured a hardworking, loyal staff 
that worked long hours. Employees wore their own 
clothes and a black apron. Having learned sewing at 
home or at school these women each became 
specialists in their own area. When apprentices were 
brought in they began by sewing hooks and eyes...

(The article I took the above from continues to talk 
about the Shogrun house in Portland at 401 Burnside 
which may still give tours.)  Thanks to

Alice Cotton
educator, writer, artist
alice@artemisillustration.com
503-254-3173
www.artemisillustration.com

Gorge Grown Mobile Market 
Launches July 4!
The Gorge Grown Network MOBILE FARMERS’ 
MARKET is on the road again in 2009! For folks 
living in Mosier, this means fruits and veggies  
blueberries and lettuce and beans and cherries 
and tomatoes and more - grown around the Gorge 
and picked fresh, available every weekend until 
September.

In Mosier, the market will be located downtown 
across from 10 Speed East every Saturday from 2 
– 4 PM.

We welcome other Gorge small farmers and 
backyard gardeners to join us on site and sell 

mailto:alice@artemisillustration.com
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their own produce, and we will be located next to Jim’s produce stand. The Mobile Market accepts SNAP/
Food Stamps and debit cards too!

The Gorge Grown Network Mobile Farmers' Market has four goals:

 • Create new sales outlets for small farmers
 • Get more fresh, local produce to rural communities

• Expand awareness and education around local food and healthy eating across the Gorge
 • Build local capacity – encourage other local gardeners and farmers and help communities establish 

their own farmers’ markets
 
Find the market at these sites from 

JULY 4 - SEPTEMBER 6  >>>  SATURDAYS  

Sarah Hackney, Gorge Grown Food Network 541-490-6420

info@gorgegrown.com 

MOSIER Volunteer FIRE DEPARTMENT:  
THREE CALLS SATURDAY JUNE 27TH
The Mosier Fire Department answered three emergency calls Saturday June 27th knocking fire chief Jim 
Appleton off the roster for INTERESTING MOSIER.  The first call was to a grass fire down by the 
river opposite Charlie’s Island.  The second call was to Byrd’s Orchard where a worker had what looked 
like a pretty serious fall from a fruit ladder, and finally a potentially serious allergic reaction to a bee 
sting 

FIRES, NOT!!

All burning is banned for the season, this means campfires too.  Be particularly careful with fireworks, it 
has been quite awhile since we’ve had rain and things are getting very dry out here plus the winds are up.

Please consider volunteering for the fire department this year, the people you’ll be working with are a 
fantastic group, you’ll learn a lot from them and they will appreciate your effort.

mailto:info@gorgegrown.com
mailto:info@gorgegrown.com


Mosier Fire Department News
MOSIER FIRE--PUBLIC 

MEETINGS

Mosier Fire Chief Jim Appleton will hold two 
public meetings to present the case for a new 
fire district, and to hear and answer your 
questions and comments on the new district.

The first meeting is Saturday, July 18, at 
Noon, in the Grange meeting hall (Oregon 
Street at Fourth Ave.).

The second meeting is Thursday, July 23, at 
6:30 PM, also at the Grange.

These are public meetings, and all are welcome 
at either event.  The same material will be 
presented both times, with the intent that an 
interested person need only attend one of the 
two meetings.  If there is a clear need for 
further meetings, we'll schedule accordingly 
for dates in August.  Otherwise, we'll start 
preparing petitions and getting ready to put 
the new district to a vote in May, 2010.  You 
can leave questions and comments at 
541.478.3333, or mosierfire@gmail.com if you 
will be unable to attend either of the July 
meetings.

MAILER:  Please watch for a bulk mailer after 
the July Fourth holiday, setting out a proposed 
budget and overview of the proposed new 
district.  We're mailing to everyone in the zip 
code, even though some addresses are outside 
the proposed new district.  The mailer will 
include a map of the district boundary, to aid 
in determining if you're in or out.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?  phone us at 
541.478.3333, or email mosierfire@gmail.com

WHY A NEW DISTRICT?  Mosier needs a new 
fire district for two reasons:  first, to ease 
the confusion of having three separate entities 
with overlapping and cumbersome bureaucracy, 
and second to raise the permanent tax rate.  

Most of us probably aren't aware of the first 
issue, but it affects just about everything 
Mosier Fire does -- why is "our" gas in "your" 
truck?  That's the last thing you want to hear 
if a grass fire is bearing down on your 
house.  We need to consolidate all 
administration and operations under one 
authority and one budget.  Of all the available 
options for accomplishing that goal, formation 
of a new district is straightforward and left 
up to you, the voter.

The second issue may get your 
attention.  Right now, Mosier Fire protects an 
area of about 23 square miles, on a total 
budget of about $39,000 per year.  That's 
simply not enough money to run our fire 
department effectively.  The level of training 
and preparedness required by today's laws 
bears no resemblance to that of forty years 
ago, when our tax rates were set.  We need at 
long last to invest in a full-time position to 
manage the department, and to pay for modest 
incentives for our volunteers, such as life 
insurance, compensated training time, and 
better training instruction.  Without these 
modest improvements, Mosier Fire will 
continue to see a high rate of burnout and, 
ultimately, deteriorating service to you, our 
customer.

mailto:mosierfire@gmail.com
mailto:mosierfire@gmail.com
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Mosier Fire Dept. News cont.
WILL THE BOUNDARY OF THE NEW 
DISTRICT CHANGE?

Probably not -- other than including the City in 
the existing RFPD boundary.  We've looked at 
adding sections to include Mosier Creek to the 
gate, Osbourne Cuttoff, and Vensel Road.  We 
have serious response-time and radio coverage 
issues in these areas, insufficient for us to 
assume liability for paid protection.  Never the 
less, this item is open for discussion at the 
public meetings, and if anyone has input, we'd 
like to hear from you.  We'd especially like to 
know actual quotes for how your property 
insurance would be affected by being in or out 
of a fire district.

WILL MY TAXES GO UP?  

Yes.

The reason Mosier Fire's budget is so poor is 
that we're locked in to a pair of permanent tax 
rates which make no sense today, whatever the 
reason our tax rates were adopted and 
modified since 1966.

If you live in the Mosier Rural Fire Protection 
District, right now you pay us 47.7 cents per 
thousand dollars of assessed value on your 
property.  

If you live in the City of Mosier, your total 
City tax bill is $1.10 per thousand, and the 
amount budgeted to fire protection works out 
to about the same as the RFPD's 47.7 cents.

We think a new Mosier Fire Protection District 
should have a permanent tax rate of $1.65 
district-wide, for both City and rural 
customers.  That nets about $150,000 per 
year in today's dollars -- not a fortune, but 
enough to hire a qualified person to manage 
the department.  The new tax rate compares 
to $2.10 per thousand in The Dalles, $2.34 in 
Juniper Flat, $1.55 in Dee.

If you live in the RFPD, a property assessed at 
$75,000 currently pays $36 in tax to the RFP
D.  That would go up to $124 in a new district.  
Likewise, a property assessed at $600,000 in t
he RFPD currently pays $286 in tax to the RFP
D, and that would go up to $990.

If you live in the City, a Fire District tax would 
be separate from the City levy.  What to do wi
th the portion of the City levy formerly allotte
d to fire protection will be up to City Council.

That's a lot to ask of our friends and 
neighbors, even in better economic times.  It 
simply must be done, though, and the longer we 
put it off the greater the risk to everyone in 
our community.

HOW CAN I HELP?

Let us know you're interested, and we'll 
put you to work.  We'll especially need help 
this fall when we send out petitions.  See 
Chief Appleton after the public meetings, 
or call or email.  541.478.3333, 
mosierfire@gamil.com 

mailto:mosierfire@gamil.com
mailto:mosierfire@gamil.com


Mosier School End of Year Program, If you can’t go Geek go 
Greek
If you saw a lot of kids wearing togas on the Mosier Community School playground June 4th you weren’t 
seeing things.  The theme was Greek for the end of year program and what a program it was.

Leading the program was the Recorder Ensemble directed by Dan Rasmussen playing Vivaldi (Gathering 
Music of course) and it set a fine tone for events to come.

Mosier is amazingly fortunate to have the talents of Betsy Harmon and Dan Rasmussen who brought class, 
continuity, fun and sophistication to this year’s program.  The skits were very kid-like giving credit to kid 
creativity, Betsy’s choices of songs like “Hey Good Lookin’” sung in chorus to vain Venus in a skit that was 
far from moralistic in the Aesop fashion (yet was obviously kid inspired), to Rock Around the Clock complete 
with Jitterbug dancing and a clock demo,  to “High Hopes” sung with gusto by all grades, to the old fashioned 
Virginia Reel it’s difficult to imagine how it all tied into Togas and Greekness but, well, you had to be there to 
understand.  From first note to last, this program was about creativity and imagination.

I am a sentimentalist I admit and my eyes leak at these things regardless of what’s going on but this one was 
so entertaining that I dared not miss anything due to watery eyes.  I kept dabbing as I observed:  The one boy 
in the entire school who showed up without a toga was told in no uncertain terms that he had to wear a toga 
even if it took, and it did, two teachers to get him into one, the 
Kindergarteners who with great enthusiasm sang “Hey Good Lookin’” and “Rock Around the Clock” without 
any real context to their words, the actors and actresses who with great chutzpah delivered their lines with 
aplomb, the entire school (or at least 99% of the school) with recorders in hand playing the German folk song 
“Silent Silent”, the 6th graders looking suddenly so tall and mature, and the overall wonderful quality of it all.

I imagined each and every person in the audience thinking back of their time in grade school and how they 
would have fit into such an assembly.  As two girls hit the floor to dance the jitterbug to “Rock Around The 
Clock” I definitely saw myself.  Others would relate to the little boys intent in their own imaginings on 
choreographing their own interpretation of the songs while others would observe themselves in those kids 
who were content to be part of the group, unassuming, and quietly in the background.  

I had attended the morning performance.  When I drove by at 6:30 that evening when the performance was 
repeated, I was delighted to see nary a parking place within 3 blocks of the school.  What a thrilling show of 
support for these kids and the amazing work that went into the creating of this performance, not only by 
Harmon and Rasmussen but all the teachers some of whom took the stage themselves to participate in the 
skits.

Mosier old timers were there, reminiscing their own childhoods in this very school, bemused, no doubt at how 
the times have changed.

If you missed this one, check out the performances next year.  I doubt you’ll be disappointed and for you, it 
could be a fun ride back to memory lane.  I know I was left with high hopes for the future of Mosier 
Community School and the children who attend it.  Suzi



Total Fundraising Efforts Raised $66,000
for the 2008-2009 School Year  Mosier Community School

This year we reached a new milestone by raising over $66,000 for Mosier Community School through the combined efforts 
of the Fall Fund Drive, Telluride Film Festival, Made for Mosier Event, and the Parents Association. Although we did not 
meet our original goal of $100,000, this is still an outstanding achievement, one that we are proud of, considering the tough 
economic times. 

Our Golden Tigers Donors:
Todd & Lisa Abel Graham Bergh/Resource Revival Kevin & Maureen Donald
Philip Evans & Davina Craig Craig & Donene Funk Richard Groman
Tom & Jennifer Hanlon-Wilde Lorraine Johnson Janet Leininger
Nigel & Ruth Longland Peter & Andrea Ligammari-Kunz Michelle & Craig Sabina
Guy & Jennifer Roetcisoender Robert & Barbara McCormick Scott & Megan Salmon
Brian McCormick 
& Maria Czarnecki

Greg Shepherd 
& Robin Hanson

Bill & Janene
Summerfield    

Greg & Siri Schutt 3 Anonymous Donors
All our Additional Donors:
Kimberly Cowan Robert & Dorothy Stephens Louise Leininger
William & Jennie Martinez James & Brenda Ralph Steven & Vicki Seymour
Glenn & Gwen Brehm Russell & Stephanie Hargrave Tracy & Angie Stansbury
Louanne A Starr Monica & Thomas Reid Yvonne & Dwight Huskey
George & Shirley Pfaff Jonathan Garcia Patrick & Wendy Corelli
Toby & Clyde Cutner James Hassert R.H. & June Manning
Clay & Janet Simon Allison Bergh Harry & Doris Smith
William & Nancy Ullrich Deborah Bergh Meredith & Ross Holcomb
Kathy Fitzpatrick/Greg Steers Diane Peters Dena Simonds
Santiago & Ofelia Nunez Verne & Lois Root Lisa Middleton
Greer & Veronica Arthur Michael Conviser Memorial Fund Betty Lee
Joann & Edwin Szeimies Mosier Market Susan & Todd Vallie
Melvin & Pamela Hoherz Wade & Jody Seaborn Gary & Sherrill Hebener
Lisa & James Matthisen Mimi Maduro & Michael Stevens Howard & Rebecca Rice
Douglas & Terrie Maag David Powell &Marianne McCarroll SageTech Corp
David & Kerry Cobb Oregon Cherry Growers WalMart Corp
Forrest & Raegan Evans Karen Bailey Charles Keller
William & Stephani Hendricks Laurie Stephens & Doug Ward Brent Foster
Peter Bergh Fund Mosier Creek LLC-Peter Erickson Elaina L Wright
Marc D Berry Sentinel Orchards Jerry & Patricia Ward
Lonnie Collie Ronald & Candice Potts Janet Byrkit
Suzi Conklin Anthony Glaze Glenna McCargar
Allan & Carol Rodrick Anonymous

Again, thank you so very much to everyone who made a donation, large or small! 

Jennifer Roetcisoender      Carole Schmidt
Development Committee Chair     Principal



 
Classified Ads:

 My husband and I are currently living in Ashland, Oregon and want to move up to your area. Does your 
newsletter have classifieds showing rentals or rentals wanted? We have a very elderly dog and three aged 
cats. We are both artists - I am a writer, my husband a painter and sculptor. Please pass this on to anyone 
who would be willing to give us some tips and even better someone to call. My cell number is: 
541-944-7544....Mary Lou McAuley

The Thirsty Woman is officially 
open seven days a week  
4pm  on M,T,W 
3pm Fri, Sat, Sun 

SUNDAY MUSIC CALENDAR

BBQ menu at each show

5- 7pm with NO cover

JULY

5th Kate Maloy Trio

Lovely Bluegrass, blues + folk

12th The Jimbonnaires

Instrumental Surf band from MOSIER!

19th Sarah Nuss + Friends

Guitar  + sweet vocals

25th TESS BARR BLUES BAND

26th Jupiter’s Mark

Beautifully tight jazz band

 JULY 25th

CELEBRATE THE VOLKSWAGEN BUS



Bring your bus or love of

All things Volkswagen

And celebrate the BUS

FROM 1PM to 10 PM

FOOD, MUSIC  + Brews

Amongst the Wreckage

+

TESS BARR BLUES BAND

thirstywoman.com 541 490 2022

exit 69 in Mosier

 



One Hundred Years Ago in Mosier
              Glimpses of History from the 
Mosier Bulletin

Compiled By Doris Smith

Friday, July 2, 1909
  PROGRAM FOR CELEBRATION
                                                  MORNING
   Music- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - 
Band
   Song- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
America
   Invocation- - - - - - - -Rev. D. V. 
Poling
   Music- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -  --
Band
   Recitation- - - - - - - - - - - Mrs. 
Winegar
   Song- - - - - - - - - Star Spangled 
Banner
   Oration- - - - - - - - - - Rev. D. V. 
Poling
   Solo- - - - - - - - - - - - -Mrs. Olive 
Porter
   Flag March
   Music- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Band
   Recitation- - - - - - - - - - --Mrs. 
Winegar
   Song
   Music- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Band
     DINNER

            AFTERNOON
      SPORTS
   Ring Riding
   Three-legged Race
   Sack race
   Tug of War
   Standing broad jump
   Standing three jumps
   Ladies’ race, 50 yards
   Fat men’s race, 50 yards
   Baseball game—Mosier vs. 
Belmont
   Bucking contest
   Horseshoe pitching
   Hurdle race, 12 years and under

 THE GODDESS OF LIBERTY
 The final count in the election for Goddess of 
Liberty which closed Wednesday night proved Miss Fisher 
a winner by 53 votes.  The votes were as follows:  Miss 
Fisher, 284; Miss Booth, 231; Miss Nickelsen, 73; Miss 
Hudson, 26; Miss Sellinger, 5; Miss Evans, 1.

 The voting was very light up to Wednesday 
morning.  From that time on thru the day it became very 
brisk and considerable interest was manifested toward the 
close.  Five dollar pools were made up and voted for the 
two leading candidates, and it was a toss-up as to the 
result.  There was a misunderstanding as to the time of 
closing.  It had been decided to close the voting at 8 p.m., 
but thru some mistake the notice was posted for 6 p.m.The 
final result, however, would no doubt have been the same, 
as Miss Fisher was in the lead at 6 o’clock.  As we said 
before, any one of the candidates would make an excellent 
Goddess, and there is no doubt that Miss Fisher will fill the 
role and the robe most satisfactorily.

 Everyone in Mosier and vicinity is expected to 
bring a well-filled dinner basket to the celebration 
tomorrow, that the multitude may be fed.
 Don’t forget that there will be a launch and two 
rowboats on the lake tomorrow, from 2 p.m. until 8 p.m.—
time and room enough for all to have a good boat ride.
 It is up to the Mosier people to see that strangers 
within her gates have a good time tomorrow.  Give them 
the glad hand and a pleasant smile and uphold Mosier’s 
reputation for hospitality.

Friday, July 9, 1909
 MOSIER CELEBRATES THE FOURTH
 The people of Mosier district turned out en masse 
last Saturday to celebrate the Nation’s birthday.  The home 
crowd was augmented by numbers from The Dalles, Hood 
River  and other places.  It was estimated that between 
four and five hundred people spent the day here.  The 
weather, except for a little wind in the morning, was 
almost ideal.  The Dalles band came down in the early 
morning and discoursed fine music while the crowd was 
gathering, and at ten o’clock the grounds began to fill up 
and the program was begun.  The program for the morning 
consisted of band music, patriotic songs by a Mosier 
chorus, recitations by Mrs. W. W. Winegar, a solo by Mrs. 
Howard Porter, an oration by the Rev. D. V. Poling of The 
Dalles, flag drills, marches, etc.
 The Rev. Poling’s oration was a masterly effort and 
elicited applause.  Seldom have we listened to such an 
eloquent and inspiring discourse.  Had anyone present 
lacked a sufficient amount of patriotism and love of 



country before,  he must have received enough, listening 
to Mr. Poling’s address, to last him the rest of his life.  
 Mrs. Winegar’s rendition of The Independence 
Bell was very forceful and received enthusiastic applause, 
as did the other numbers which she recited.
 Mrs. Porter’s solo was excellently rendered and 
well received by an appreciative audience.  The flag drill 
and march by the school children was very pretty and well 
given.
 Miss Lurline Fisher, as the Goddess of Liberty, 
was all that could be desired.
 A basket dinner was served in the grove, to which 
everyone was invited.  Tho the crowd was a large one, 
there was enough for all.  In fact, many more could have 
been fed.
 The afternoon sports consisted of contests of 
various kinds and a ball game between Mosier and 
Belmont, the latter winning by a score.  At night a big 
dance was given in Stroup’s Hall, which was largely 
attended.  Taken altogether, it was enjoyed by all.  The 
American people seldom fail to enjoy themselves on an 
occasion of this kind.

Friday, July 16, 1909
   Ladies’ Aid Meet
 The Ladies’ Aid society met at the home of Mrs. 
Elmira Cobb Wednesday afternoon at 2:00.  
Notwithstanding the heat, fifteen members were present.  
After the regular business which was transacted, the ladies 
busied themselves with their sewing while Mrs. Booth and 
Mrs. McGregor entertained with reading, after which a 
most delicious lunch was served by the Misses Mattie 
Hudson, Maude Evans, and Edith Harvey.  Great interest 
is being taken by its members, Mrs. Porter and Mrs. 
Forsberg having walked from their homes to be present at 
the meeting.  All departed declaring 
Grandma Cobb a most congenial hostess,  The next 
regular meeting will be held at the home of Mrs. M. Craft.

Friday, July 23, 1909
 Among those from Mosier who attended the 
Wallace & Hagenback circus at The Dalles on Wednesday 
were:  J. M. Elliot, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Ginger, L. Lamb, 
John Miller and wife, E. J. Middleswart and family, and 
George Chamberlain.  They report that there was an 
immense crowd, that the circus was all right, but 
complained about the heat, and the graft practiced in 
regard to the sale of tickets.

Friday, July 30, 1909

 Mr. Proctor, with his wife and seven children, 
arrived last Saturday from England.  Mr. Proctor is a 
brother of Mrs. Lelliott, and we understand he comes here 
with a view to locating permanently.
  

  



Wolf In Chef’s Clothing , The Picture 
cook and drink book for MEN

One of my favorite and most entertaining cookbooks is 
titled Wolf in Chef’s Clothing.  To fully appreciate this 
book it helps to understand the world of its authors.  
Robert Loeb and Jim Newhall were both advertising 
creatives in Chicago.  Chicago just happens to house some 
of the largest advertising agencies in the world.  One 
agency I used to call on as a sales rep for an animation 
company occupied 35 floors in it’s own high rise.  The 
reason for the concentration of advertising in Chicago was 
due in part to its proximity to the location of early wheat 
(thus cereal) producers such as Pillsbury, Kellogg’s  and 
corn production resulting in The Jolly Green Giant 
account.

At some point Loeb (a Creative Director) and Newhall (an 
Illustrator) got together (probably on a napkin over drinks 
one night)and decided to create the definitive cookbook 
for MEN.  Not taking themselves too seriously they apply 
named it WOLF IN CHEF’S CLOTHING and the book is 
hilarious.

The book is completely illustrated.  As a matter of fact, 
this book never lists the ingredients but it SHOWS you the 
ingredients.  For Spareribs illustrations of vinegar, an 
onion, garlic, olive oil, paprika, chili powder, 
Worcestershire sauce, ketchup, sugar, dry mustard and salt 
and pepper tell you everything you need to know about 
the ingredients to be used.  There is even an illustration of 
a slab of ribs sitting on a scale that reads “6 lb.”. As far as 
how much of the ingredients to use boxes are created for 
each step of the procedure with illustrations inside of each 
box, again SHOWING YOU, a teaspoon into which olive 
is being poured or cups and half cups into which vinegar, 
ketchup and Worcestershire Sauce are being poured.  
Pictures of Knives show an onion being chopped into a fry 
pan along with the clove of garlic.  A child [or even an 
adult male] could follow these instructions.  Anyone who 
could barely read could probably get a meal out of this 
book.

The book was first published in 1950 therefore, 
understanding the societal context with regard to sexism 
in the book helps.  In the 1960’s, this book was banned by 
the feminist left and for good reason UNLESS one wasn’t 
threatened by a little sexist humor.  Now these many years 
later, we can laugh at the book understanding that it is 
doubtful these guys took the book seriously themselves 
except as a very useful cookbook for the novice.  Plus, 
these guys wanted men to learn to cook even if it was to 
attract babes.

Obviously by the title you can tell that this book is about 
seducing the opposite sex (women in particular) through 
food and drink.  If you want to track the origins of 
cocktails this book is a great place to start.    Here 5 
different “Laws of Liquid Refreshment” are laid out;  1.  
Cocktail-hour drinks, 2.  Before-dinner drinks, 3. Drinks 
with meals, 4.  After-dinner drinks and 5.  Drinks that 
have nothing to do with meals  i.e. party drinks.

To me the most fun reading in the book is the section on 
what to cook for different female stereotypes.  Appetizers 
are titled “Gastronomic Foreplay”.  Four $10.00 menus, 
each adapted for a specific female type are listed.  Menu 
#1 defines the Athletic type female, “long, lean and 
limbsome, who prefers a game of tennis to a shot of 3-star 
Hennessey (Whiskey).  In this menu the young woman 
would get tomato juice a la ocean, mignon et béarnaise 
sauce, baked potatoes and salad Roquefort.  The indoor 
type described as “soft, round, and fluffy, who thinks 
Alexander the Great the best cocktail ever made would be 
served broiled grapefruit, lamb chops, potatoes fried ala 
France with Salade Walt Whitman.  The third type of 
female is the intellectual type and she gets orange 
Hawaiian, spaghetti da Vinci with les choux froids.  and 
finally, the fourth type “brains, bonds, and beauty will 
receive strawberry loving cup, poulet maison Dixon with 
potatoes a l’onion and salad subversive.  

With a subtle reference to McCarthyism, one recipe is 
titled “un-American activities gastronomic and is an 
Italian dish.  

You need a bit of 1950’s political and social savvy to fully 
appreciate this book and if female, a strong self  esteem 
and good sense of humor.  

If you are a man who wants to learn the basics of cooking 
this is a really fun way to do it.  you even get an 
illustration of how to properly set a table and serving tray.  
We are all extremely busy these days and cooking can be a 
chore so a book like this can turn culinary skills into 
pleasure, fun and perhaps a big pay off when you present 
your skills to the woman of the house.
The book is obtainable on Amazon.com for as little as 
$1.00 used. .

Happy eating.

WildFlower Chef Suzi Conklin


