
January
Lewis Carroll author of the 
Alice in Wonderland series 
was born Jan. 27, 1832.  
Johnny Depp puts his own 
spin on the Mad Hatter in the 
film version of AIW out this 
month.  Might be worth 
watching, before the kids do.

January was named after a 
Roman god Janus.

January 1, 1752 Betsy Ross 
was born.
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Oven Dried Tomatoes 
Roma tomatoes are fabulous 
when dried in the oven to a 
semi-chewiness that’s great in 
pastas, pizzas, salads, 
sandwiches and whatever.

Core and quarter 12 or so Roma 
tomatoes.  Pre-heat oven to 225º
Toss cut tomatoes in a little olive oil, 
place on parchment paper or foil 
lined baking sheet.  Bake for 2 1/2 
or so hours or until tomatoes are to 

your liking.  They should be a 
bit chewy.
That’s it.  Store in fridge in 
enough olive oil to almost 
cover them.  The olive oil 
can be used for cooking 
later on.

A charrette is an intensive 
planning session where 
citizens, designers and others 
collaborate 
on a vision 
for 
development. 
It provides a 
forum for 
ideas and 
offers the 
unique 
advantage of 
giving 

immediate feedback to the 
designers.  
The Mosier community 

school 
utilized a 
charrette with 
University of 
Oregon 
Seniors in the 
Architecture 
Department 
this fall.  The 
result was 
some 16 or so 

student designed Middle 

z January z
The Mosier Valley News is smaller this month and so is Mosier.  
The snowbirds have flown to warmer climes and the rest of us 
either stay behind complaining about the fog or don our winter 
garb and get into beauty that is winter here.

A CHARRETTE FOR MOSIER’S COOL SCHOOL 
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education MCS has come to be known for.  The whole idea is very 
exciting and Mosier’s dedicated group formerly known as Kid’s 
First is hot on the path to making this vision a reality.

MCS Charrette cont.
School plans.  These plans were unveiled in the MCS annex December 2nd.  Designs were impressive 
ranging from modular pods that lined the school grounds to the west to almost futuristic corridors 
originating in the trees above the school’s current parking lot.  Some students even envisioned the school 
at the location of the current decommissioned gas station next to the school.
Seeing actual designs placed in relation to the school made this dream seem so possible and so exciting.  
Such a wonderful learning space would not only serve the Mosier seniors graduating into Middle School 
it would surly attract students from all over the gorge for the buildings truly reflected the quality of 



Mosier Middle School   

                               Someone asked me today why Mosier Community School is so special and I was 
surprised at how difficult it was for me to answer.  “Special” is a feeling, regarding something that is 
exceptional and rare, something that touches the heart. Something that enlightens one’s life.  In truth, for 
me, the entire Mosier area is special, the land itself, the trees, the views, especially our wildflowers. More 
than that, the feeling of inclusive community and because of this, the desire to both educate and protect 
those we hold most dear ~~ our children, our own personal children, for sure, but also the children of our 
community; for they are our children, too.  I tried to think of a way to convey this, but instead spoke about 
the quality of education at Mosier Community School, the ability of the teachers and principal to build 
self esteem and confidence in every single student. The caring, the consistency.  And the desire to 
continue that fine education, that rare spirit into the 7th and 8th grades. Keeping “our” kids here in Mosier 
where we can guide them more closely, provide a more rigorous curriculum, offer individual and 
character building sports and music opportunities.
                               As you know, the Mosier Middle School Council (previously Kids First! Council) has 
been involved for many months in beginning the steps necessary in establishing a new Middle School in 
Mosier. After many interviews and discussions, we hired GGL/BLRB architects to conduct a feasibility 
study, which would not only assess the current building, but would also assess four possible sites for our 
new building. These sites include the old Gismo building, the acreage to the west of the school parking 
lot, the motel property and the gas station site.  The architects will also provide a design, some models 
and will assist us in our capital campaign beginning early next year.  Many of you attended the exciting 
design charette during the Christmas Faire, when students from a University of Oregon graduate 
architectural class presented sixteen possible designs for the new school, with many of the plans including 
a community center and other amenities. You could see what is possible.
                           We wanted to let you know that a couple of weeks ago we were awarded a grant/
forgivable loan from the Oregon Investment Board for $9,500 to go toward paying for this feasibility 
study. We’re raised several thousand dollars but need your help to raise the remainder of the $21,000 
needed to pay for the entire feasibility study.  We would appreciate any help you can give us at this time.  
And if you’d like to be included in the “Community Conversation” early in February when the architects 
formally present their findings, please let us know.  You can mail your donation to me at Lynda 
Sacamano, PO Box 473, Mosier OR 97040.  Donations of any size are much appreciated and are fully tax 
deductible. Any checks should be made out to Mosier Middle School.  I hope you will consider donating 
in some way to help us bring this important dream into reality.  Thank you so much on behalf of our kids 
and our community.   
                                                  Wishing you a warm and happy holiday, Lynda Sacamano   



Mosier Gets a New Church
Grace Bible Church is a new undenominational conservative Christian 
congregation - visitors are welcome. We meet upstairs in the Mosier 
Christian Church building (Washington & Third Streets) on Sundays at 
10:00 a.m. and on Wednesdays for prayer and Bible study at 7:00 p.m. 
(The building is equipped to assist persons with disabilities.) 

On the first Sunday of each month we host a community-wide fellowship 
with lunch at the church immediately after worship at noon. (No need 
to bring food - just come and get acquainted!) Our next fellowship 
will be Sunday 03JAN10. 

One Hundred Years Ago In Mosier
	
 	
 Glimpses of History from the Mosier Bulletin
	
 	
 	
 Compiled by Doris Lewis Smith

Friday, January 7, 1910
	
 Buggy for sale, cheap.  Inquire at livery stable.

	
 “Uncle” Lee Evans’s smiling countenance was seen on the street yesterday for the first time since he 
broke his leg, five months ago.  Mr. Evans has had a long tedious “spell”, sufficient to drive any ordinary man to 
commit harikari, but not so with “Uncle” Lee, who has learned while passing through this vale of tears to take 
things philosophically.  His appearance on the street yesterday was the occasion for rejoicing among his many 
friends.

	
 On account of needed repairs, the steamer “J. N. Teal” will be tied up on January 1st, 1910, for several 
weeks.  We are preparing for the coming year’s business by putting our steamers in first class condition and hope 
to have the loyal support of all persons along the Columbia River, as only through such support can the line be of 
the service it should be to the people.  Due notice will be given of resumption of service.      Dorsey B. Smith, 
Gen. Mngr.

Friday, January 14, 1910
	
 Most of the band instruments have arrived, and the boys are hard at work practicing together once a week, 
and in the meantime “tooting their horns” in season and out.  It’s astonishing how many “blow-hards” there are in 
this town.  However, they will soon be able to restore order out of chaos, and Mosier will then be proud of her 
musical talent.



	
 The following board of directors of the Mosier Valley Telephone Co. was chosen at the annual meeting 
and election held last Tuesday:  David Robinson, C. T. Bennett, George Chamberlain, Elmer Root, J. N. Mosier.  
This board will hold a meeting soon to elect its officers for the ensuing year.

	
 School Notes:  Pupils who were neither absent nor tardy during the last month of cold weather were:  
Orren Osborn, ninth grade;  Stark Akers, Grace Higley, Leodica Haacke, Willie Stewart, Willie Depee, Leo 
Nichol, Edwin Sturgess, seventh grade;  Billy Booth, Wilbur Denny, sixth grade;  Emily Husbands, Dean Duvall, 
Shelly Hudson, fifth grade.—Mrs. Gove, teacher.
Jennie Carroll, Jessie Denny, Guy Duvall, Edith Harvey, Jesse Ford, fourth grade; Estel Akers, Randy Cook, 
Marian Wood, third grade;  Oren Depee, Roland Depee, Mary Higley, second grade; George Denny, first grade; 
Rosa Carroll, primer class.—Miss Booth, teacher

Friday, January 21, 1910
	
 Ed Dunsmore, C. J. Littlepage, and Arthur Kuhn are well supplied with gatlings, army guns, and other 
new improved and deadly weapons, and they think that a drive centering to the mouth of Hog Canyon would have 
some desired effects, and furthermore these gentlemen have good dogs and have had great experience in hunting 
coyotes.

	
 Road District 10 voted a three mill tax for improving the state road.  The real live property owners wanted 
a larger tax with the object in view of improving the road so that it would be possible to have a rural delivery, but 
as the fruit growers argued that it had been a bad year and they did not make any money, they could not stand a 
larger tax.

	
 School Notes:  Gertrude Proctor is a new addition to the seventh grade.

Friday, January 28, 1910
	
 The Mosier Horticultural Society held a most interesting meeting in Lamb’s Hall last Monday, the 
principal subject under discussion being “Spraying”, which was handled by J. P. Carroll in an intelligent and 
instructive manner and listened to by about twenty persons who are engaged in fruit raising.

Mr. C. J. Littlepage’s two Airedale Terriers started on a coyote trail at 9 a.m. and after chasing Mr. Coyote 
a dozen miles over hills and canyons, they were last seen near Rowena, going toward Dufur.  They returned home 
the following day after a 25-hour chase.  The dogs hardly moved the next day, being some tired.

Attention Seniors!!!!  Exercise Class just for YOU!!

Regularly on the 1st Wed of Jan. and every Wed at 1:30 at the Senior Center.
This class is mainly for balance and is not strenuous.  Each goes at their own pace  and anybody 
can do most of the exercises, or work at them.  I'm excited and I believe those present were 
surprised at what they could and could not do.
Again there is no charge. It's free. 
They can call me at  296 4000 or e-mail at peggyb1@charter.net  or Fern Wilcox at 296 5494
fern.wilcox@oregonstate.edu	
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Order Your Native Plants Now!

The crisp fall days are a great time to look around and see where your property could use some additional plants.  Are you 
missing shade trees along your stream bank?  Would you like to attract more wildlife to your yard?  You can get a jump 
start on your 2010 plantings by ordering seedlings from the District’s plant sale today!
 
Every spring the Hood River SWCD hosts a native tree and shrub sale to promote planting native species and give local 
landowners a convenient and inexpensive way to obtain them. 
 
We offer a variety of native conifers, deciduous trees and shrubs.  These bare-root seedlings are 1-2 years old and will be 
delivered to the HRSWCD in early April of 2010.  Tree and shrub orders can be placed now by mail, e-mail or phone. The 
orders will be filled in the order in which they were received, so get your requests in early to ensure availability.  Orders 
will be accepted until March 1, 2010.  Purchases will be available for pick up on Friday and Saturday, the 2nd and 3rd 
of April, 2010.
 
HRSWCD staff are available to answer your questions regardless of whether you make a purchase or not. Check out the 
District’s website at www.hoodriverswcd.org for more information on plant descriptions, suggested groupings for various 
site conditions and wildlife usage.  You can also download an order form on-line.
 
During the 2009 plant sale, over 3,700 trees and shrubs were purchased by over 130 landowners.  Nearly 800 trees and 
shrubs were donated to restore stream banks, prevent erosion and create wildlife habitat in the area.  For 2010, we have 
some new species for you to try.  Use the order form on page 6 of this newsletter, on the District’s website or stop by the 
office to make sure you get your order in early!

use your Mosier library
Need a good book?  Go to the Mosier library and check one out.  Volunteers are huddling near the space heater these days 
just waiting for a friendly face to appear in search of some good (or whatever) literature.  A computer is available to assist 

in finding a book.  You can also check out DVDs and VHS. and Books on tape.  CHECK IT OUT!

TEN SPEED SERVING UP GREAT LASAGNE
CHECK OUT 10 Speed coffee house for some great grub.  Ben’s Lasagne is fabulous, soups are homemade and I even 

heard there were some biscuits and gravy there recently.  Check out their reader board for offerings each day and stop in, 
you never know what you’ll find.  Remember, they are making the food to order, fresh and delicious so bring your patience 

with you.  BUY LOCAL!!!

KRAZY DAWG’S GARDEN:  Phase 2 @1150 State Road

Phase one of our summer garden exceeded our expectations for harvest and local interest.  Our learning curve illustrated the need for an enclosed 
garden to control wind, temperature and sun scald.  We apologize to our neighbors who’s tomatoes and cucumbers did not make the standard of 
“vine ripe”.  Please give us another chance next year.  Phase Two is under way. If February we will build two more enclosed “Plant Protection 

Frames” which will allow spring planting before the last frost.  Cool weather spring and fall crops will consist of lettuce, broccoli, arugula, spinach, 
and sugar snap peas.  Protected within the “Plant Protection Frames” will be English Cucumber, Marconi, jalapenos, Blue Lake green beans, 

eggplant and lots os early variety tomatoes dripping with succulent sweet flavor.  We will be separating slicers from canners so put your name in 
early for canning orders.

We have heard and observed that egg sources come and go.  We are hoping to be a consistent source for fresh eggs.  We now have chickens!!  Rhode 
Island Red is our breed of choice, well known for eggs and average layers 275 times a year.  All the “girls” will range within the confines of several 
fenced areas for protection from predators and where the grubbing is rich with bugs.  Food supplements will be or organic origin and we will not use 

hormones.  Currently we are harvesting 8 doz. eggs a month, by April we anticipate 50 doz.  Please save your cardboard egg cartons for us!
Our dog treat baskets were a popular gift during the season.  Thank you all who purchased them!  We will continue to offer the treats ala carte but 

will gladly fulfill custom baskets always a good gift.  New puppy showers and birthdays as well.
We are here serving the Mosier community and hope to be a model for other communities as well.  We can show how sustainability and local 

sourcing is possible....and we will do our best to provide a product worthy of your support.  www.krazydawgkafe@yahoo.com
For your safety don’t approach suspicious individuals.  for additional info go to www.krazydawgkafe.com  Jeff & Pam Leonard
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Mosier Fire District
December 17, 2009

Mosier fire district plan gets tentative approval 

By Keri Brenner 
The Chronicle 

     A plan to combine Mosier’s rural fire protection district, the volunteer firefighters and the 
Mosier city firefighting staff into one cohesive fire district won tentative approval Wednesday 
from the Wasco County Court.
     If the merger gets final approval from the county on Jan. 6 as expected, it will clear the way 
for the issue to go before Mosier voters on the May ballot. The plan calls for a Mosier fire tax 
limit increase from its present 47.7 cents per $1,000 of assessed property value to a limit of 
$2.10 per $1,000 of assessed value.
     Mosier Fire Chief Jim Appleton said the actual tax levy, if the measure is approved by voters 
in May, would likely be closer to $1.65 per $1,000 than the $2.10 per $1,000 limit. The higher 
limit, however, would allow for future growth, he said.
     “We are looking at the permanent tax rate limit that we will need to live with long-term,” 
Appleton said. “We’re not trying to assess people unnecessarily.”
Appleton said the current 47.7 cents per $1,000 was “crippling” and that a higher tax levy of 
$1.65 per $1,000 was crucial to running the new 
district. 
     “It is a tax increase, but not as high as the tax limit,” Appleton said. “Hopefully the public 
will understand the difference.” The actual levy amount would be decided by a new five-
member board elected on the May ballot, Appleton said. Those who are elected likely would 
campaign to keep the levy at $1.65 for the foreseeable future, he said.
     By setting the fire tax limit at $2.10 per $1,000, the Mosier district could also clear the way 
for an ultimate seamless merger with Mid-Columbia Fire Protection District in the future, 
Appleton said. Mid-Columbia, which covers the area in The Dalles and generally east of Mosier, 
already has a fire tax limit of $2.10 per $1,000 assessed value, Appleton said. 
     Appleton and other city leaders made their comments before Wasco County Judge Dan 
Ericksen and commissioners Bill Lennox and Sherry Holliday. 
     The delay in the county vote until Jan. 6 is to allow time to correct a technical error with the 
notice on Wednesday’s public hearing. However, it was clear the plan had unanimous support 
from the county board. 
     “I’m happy to see you have money in your proposed budget for training volunteers,” 
Holliday told Appleton. “It’s hard in South County, where I live, to get young people to come 



out and volunteer and get the training.”
     Also testifying in support of the plan Wednesday were Mosier Fire Board Director Bill 
Reeves, former Mayor Marc Berry and Mosier City Council President Allan Rodrick. 
     Reeves said the merger was needed to have all the firefighters and staff unified under one 
system to avoid jurisdictional issues. Currently, both the city of Mosier and the rural fire 
protection district have taxing authority, but the volunteers do not, he said.
     “Sometimes one taxing authority purchases more equipment than the other and puts a 
stipulation on the firemen that it cannot be used to put out the fire in the other taxing area,” 
Reeves said. “What a mess that creates.”
     The three groups also have problems with recordkeeping consistency, Appleton said.
     Rodrick said the population of Mosier has almost doubled in the last 15 years from 260 to 
430 and there are several new housing developments in the pipeline. Additional residents create 
need for more services.
     “Mosier has been changing a lot in this millennium,” Berry said

MOOKIE IS LOOKING FORWARD TO 2010!     EVER THE OPTIMIST.



DAVID COBB PHOTOGRAPHY
David M. Cobb Photography
Visit our web sites at
www.dmcobbphoto.com
www.nwphotoworkshops.com
503-224-1856

"an eye for the extraordinary"
 
Best of the Northwest Photography Workshops
David M. Cobb is a professional photographer who lives in Mosier. David owns Best of the Northwest 
Photography and offers weekend and week-long photography workshops as well as one-on-one photo 
lessons and critiques.
Long Weekend Workshops
These intensive Best of the Northwest photography learning experiences will expand your creative 
vision and technical abilities as you photograph the best of the spectacular Northwest. The workshops 
are recommended for intermediate to advanced photographers shooting film or digital cameras.
 
Reserve your space by phone or mail. The registration fee for each weekend workshop is $325. Sign 
up for four out of the next six workshops/non-transferable only $850! To register, or for more 
information, please contact us at dmcobbphoto@aol.com or 503-224-1856.
Reservations are available now for the following 2010 workshops:
•        South-Central Oregon Coast—February 26-March 1
•        The Gardens of Victoria, BC—April 30-May 3
•        Redwood National Park & Northern California Coast—June 11-14
•        The Palouse—August 6-9
•        Crater Lake National Park—September 24-27
Stevens Pass—October 22-2
www.dmcobbphoto.com  

PHOTO BY DAVID M. COBB
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Mosier Classifieds:  THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO DONATED TO THE MOSIER VALLEY NEWS THIS 
MONTH.  HARD COPIES ARE AVAILABLE AT THE MOSIER MARKET. SEND DONATIONS TO PO 228

Please renew your classified each month you want it posted.  Email Suzi at s1conk@gorge.net

AFFNER Q oNswl4yq pNcnrrnnnn rc

christopher T. Haffner, P.E.
licensed Professional Engineer specializing in Structural Engineering

and also providing Achitectural Englneering design services

P.O. Box 584
Mosier, oR 97040

Phone & Fax: 541/478-3052
chris@haff nerconsulting.com

www. haffnerconsulting.com

Need a hand with 
something?
Home repairs?
Weatherization?
Help moving?
Fix the door?
Patch the wall?
Shovel the snow?
Give Vic a call. 
541-993-4703
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