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C R E AT I V E LY I N D E P E N D E N T

Gram summer
Here at last. We got back from Italy and Spain to find we had no
internet so we are late this month,however,it allow us to get you
some important last minute reports on Occupy Mosier and more.

WHAT’S GOING ON DOWNTOWN?

Occupy
Mosier

Fear not, Occupy Mosier,
instead open your ears,
express your opinion, talk to
them, learn, teach and
exchange. Hold judgement of
them as you would wish
others to hold judgement of
you. Learn first.
s1conk@gorge.net

Food Facts

Thanksgiving

Some 242 million turkeys were
raised in the U.S. in 2010 for
slaughter, down 2 percent from
2009's total, according to the

Occupy Mosier is camping
downtown as I write. Inside,
you can read more about why
our local
group chose
Mosier to
Occupy
(nothing to
take
personally)
and why
Occupy
anything.
Next Friday at 6pm at the
Senior Center you can get the
U.S. Department of Agriculture's
National Agricultural Statistics
Service. Last year's birds were
worth about U.S. $3.6 billion.
U.S. farmers will also produce
735 million pounds (333 million
kilograms) of cranberries, which,

results of the major State
sponsored focus group where
folks drew out their visions of a
fun, interesting
and lively
Mosier.
There’s much
more inside.
Have a very
fine
Thansgiving
however you
choose to
spend it.
like turkeys, are
to the Americas.

native

Occupy Mosier by Suzi Conklin
There are causes that are easy to understand and easy in which to take a stand but Occupy is one of those that’s
not so easy. Perhaps the main reason is that Occupy has roots in several causes, one of which is the power of
corporations over congress in this country. Sometimes it is difficult to see the power and influence of huge
corporations and even to think about curbing them, after all, isn’t it the dream of Capitalism to get as big and
rich as you want to? That the freedom to rise to such heights is what this country is all about? It’s like a child
wanting the whole candy shop so he/she gets to decide who else can have a piece, not knowing that all that
candy will ultimately make the greedy child sick and lonely. There are a lot of ethical issues here but it is an
issue that crosses over into several causes in America these days.
In the 50’s, CEO salaries were 2-3 times that of their workers, 6 or 7 even, and that allowed the boss to have the
biggest house in town, the 2 luxury cars and the admiration of those who aspired for such wealth. Today, CEOs
have 300 times the pay of workers and that’s at the heart of OCCUPY. But OCCPY is about much more and this
is where things get interesting. There are crossovers in the cause and it only takes a little listening/reading to
understand what it’s about. Here’s what the Occupy Mosier folks are about:
This statement, from Occupy Mosier, makes it clear that the group is only “representing” itself and only
speaking for itself. Furthermore, you are invited to go down to the camp and talk with the people down there,
dialogue is welcome,(and so are manners.)
The camp will occupy Mosier for one week only.
Occupy Mosier was motivated by “a range of progressive social causes… spreading across the United States
from big cities to small towns. The motivations are diverse and range from decreasing corporate power over our
political system and curbing runaway military spending, to reforming the federal fiscal, tax, trade, and
environmental policies that favor large corporations and the wealthy over working families and the poor. Our
common ground, however, seems to be a shared vision that, as a nation and that as communities, we can do
better. There is a compelling need right now to make the United States a more just and equitable democracy.”
By occupying Mosier, where there are no large corporations in sight and no urban distractions, the group felt our
town with its small businesses and farms was a perfect place to show what the movement was FOR not just
what they are against. i.e. they are for the health and happiness of small communities and towns. But Mosier
was chosen for more. Rural communities have been hit particularly hard as a result of what Occupy calls “Wall
Street and a government that few believe actually represent their interests. …it’s an effort to highlight that its
not just people in urban cities that want to see the return of a democracy that is not distorted by excessive power
from large corporations and the wealthy.”

WHAT DO THEY HOPE TO ACHIEVE?
Awareness first. Awareness of the current problem and, secondly, actions that turn awareness into positive
solutions. Occupy wants discussion, debate and dialogue for only if people talk and listen to each other can
anyone understand what the other is needing, thinking and hoping for. It is only through constructive listening
to each other that we can UNDERSTAND each other. Such understand can lead to powerful revelations that just
perhaps we are all on the same page, when that happens, we are no longer divided by fear.

REACHING OUT TO THE TEA PARTY.
Occupy, for just the above reason, has reached out to Tea-Party members and invited them for a “round-table
discussion” of things they may agree on. This is a bold step but a necessary one because the United States cannot
move forward in strength until we collect our similarities. Both sides are considering the excessive power of
multi-national corporations in this political system, global trade agreements that give away “U.S. sovereignty
and steal jobs for U.S. works, or excessive government meddling in our daily lives.”
Occupy Mosier hopes that “increased awareness will also lay the foundation for specific actions that will make
our community and country a better place.” And no, they don’t expect to achieve this over their week in Mosier
but understand that they are a small part of a larger consciousness and that larger effort has already gotten Bank
of America to withdraw there $5 a month charge on debit card holders. That’s a significant baby step.
CLEAN UP AND COORDINATION
Occupy Mosier has communicated with the City of Mosier. Mosier’s Mayor Andrea Rogers checked out the
camp and was assured that there will be a full and complete clean-up before the group leaves. (I wouldn’t be
surprised if the area looks better than it did before Occupy arrived.) There is a white board at camp with the
schedule of speakers and events for the week. and their website www.occupythegorge.org will have more
information.
Information for this report was provided by Corie Lahr and Brent Foster

YOU CAN’T KEEP A GOOD LADDER DOWN
John Maher’s Fruit Ladders and up and running at THE DISCOVERY CENTER. The parking
lot along HWY 30 is filled with John’s colorful ladders and makes a fun and impressive
sight. Go check them out and celebrate the farms in the Gorge.

REMEMBER:
FRIDAY NIGHT,
NOV. 11TH
6PM,
MOSIER SENIOR CENTER:
RESULTS OF THE MOSIER FOCUS GROUP.

8k Run or Walk
10:00 am Thanksgiving Day
November 24th, 2011
9:45 am FREE Kids Race

Preregister (by 11/17)
$15 Individual
$20 Family

Day of Event
$20 Individual
$25 Family

Course:((Start(at(the(Hood(River(end(of(the(Historic(Columbia(River(
Highway,(a(paved(road(closed(to(vehicular(traffic.(((At(the(end(of(the(
Historic(Highway,(runners(will(turn(left(onto(Rock(Creek(Rd(and(then(left(
onto(1st(Street(where(the(race(will(end(at(Mosier(Community(School.((
The(total(distance(is(8.2k.(
!
Directions:((I-84(to(Hood(River,(exit(64,(south(0.2(miles(to(the(4(way(
stop,(left((east)(onto(Hwy(30,(climb(one(mile(to(State(Park(parking(lot(
(parking(fee(required(unless(you(have(a(state(park(pass).(
((
**(Participants(will(need(to(arrange(to(be(shuttled(to(start(in(Hood(River,(
the(race(will(not(be(providing(transportation.(

The race will begin at the Historic
Old Highway in Hood River and
runners will enjoy the natural
beauty of the Columbia River
Gorge on this car=free paved road
on into the City of Mosier where the
race will end at the Mosier
Community School.
Registration
will begin at 9:00 am at the State
Park at the base of the Old
Highway in Hood River.
For more information or to
preregister, please visit our website at

www.twintunnelsrun.com

Mosier School News for November, 2011
The school year at Mosier Community and Mosier School is well under way and the
students have settled into the new school year. Fall Cross Country for MCS is
winding down. Thanks to Phil Evans for his time volunteering as our cross country
coach.
Save the Date!! Mosier’s own gala fundraiser “Made for Mosier” is scheduled for
April 28th at Springhouse Cellar Winery in Hood River. If you have not attended this
event you should plan on attending. It is a fun filled evening complete with wine,
music and an opportunity to bid on student art, artwork from local artisans and a
vast array of silent auction items. All proceeds benefit our schools. More to
follow…..
This month’s staff member profile is Louise Johnston. Louise is in her second year
teaching 7th and 8th grade. Here is Louise’s Bio.
“I am excited and thankful to play a part in the inaugural year of Mosier Middle
School. This school provides me the opportunity to teach students in depth and to
analytically explore who we are as educated, compassionate, global citizens. I
returned to education after practicing law for 13 years because I love teaching. I
am a stickler for good writing, respectful communication, and lifelong learning. In
my class students study great literature, immerse themselves in the times and
people of great historical events, and write copious amounts of narrative,
expository, and informational text. I have high expectations and I ask a lot of my
students. My goal is to increase student achievement while concomitantly making
learning fun. I love my job, especially the interactions I have with my wonderful
students.

I moved to the Columbia Gorge from Jackson, Wyoming in 1985; then, in 2000, I
moved to Portland. I decided to switch careers and earned a Masters in Ed. in
2005. I worked for the Lake Oswego, Riverdale, and Portland Public school districts
before starting here at Mosier last year. I am highly qualified in middle and high
school Language Arts and Social Sciences. My husband, Hal, is an incredible
craftsman woodworker. My two twins, Lily and Phoebe, go to Pitzer College and
Oberlin College, respectively. I love to windsurf, read, ski, golf, bike, hike, read,
swim, play women's ice hockey, recycle, read, garden, play Scrabble, read, sing,
laugh, and read =).”
If anyone has a board game that isn’t being played anymore, MCS will gladly take it
off your hands for our late bus students. It is a long day for them and when they
are stuck inside, playing games is a great diversion.
MCS had a wonderful get together with our Hispanic families. Some of you may
remember the great tamales that were in the silent auction of Made for Mosier; well,
it sounds like we may have more opportunities to get them as our “tamale experts”
and possibly sell them at the Mosier Christmas Fair.
Currently the halls of MCS are adorned with student poetry. Here are a couple of
examples:
“Tree”
by Joe
A tree is life
It gives us air
It gives us food
It gives us shelter from sun, wind, and rain
It gives us paper to write this poem
It gives animals a home.
“The Best Friend Tree”
A tree is like a best friend.
Listening without talking
Presents of delicious fruit
Always there when you need it
Protective

by Audrey

Lastly, here’s what’s coming up in November:
• MCS/MMS Joint Board Meeting – Monday November 12th
• Family Night – Thursday November 17th
That’s all for now…For questions on volunteering or other school information, please
contact:
Craig Funk, MCS Chair – funkman64@gmail.com
Monica Reid, MMS Chair – monica@kestril-inc.com
Carole Schmidt, MCS/MMS Executive Director schmidtc@nwasco.k12.or.us

October Watershed Council Meeting – Kris(ten) McNall
This meeting focused on surface issues and was well attended. Mosierites are interested in what we can do to
maintain and improve the health of our watershed! (Note that this meeting summary does not follow the actual
order of the meeting events; since people are clearly interested in surface water and riparian issues I'll begin with
those.)
We have received a grant to plan restoration of Rock Creek to improve its fish habitat. The goals of the
proposed project are to accurately describe the potential restoration opportunities for the lower three miles of
Rock Creek, conduct a field investigation of the alternatives, and develop restoration project designs. In addition
to the 319 (Clean Water Act) grant money, the City of Mosier, Oregon State Parks, OWEB, and several other
organizations are contributing funds and/or effort to the project. A professional consultant will be hired to
perform the actual work. At the end of the project, we should have a thorough plan, engineer stamped
documents, and a variety of permits and permissions for a “shovel ready” Rock Creek Restoration project. The
longer term goal will be to implement the project designs in order to reduce stream heating and make Rock
Creek more welcoming to fish.
We had planned that Fire Chief Jim Appleton would come discuss possible projects that would assist with twin
goals of riparian vegetation improvement and fire reduction. As he was unable to attend, we discussed ideas that
he had shared with Kate Conley earlier this year about reducing blackberry growth in various areas. The
blackberries would need to be replaced with some more appropriate vegetation as it is not acceptable to reduce
riparian shading or increase stream bank erosion. Apparently there are grants available for weed control; Kate is
going to look into these opportunities. Additionally, we will consider including other invasive weed mitigation
projects in our watershed.
Todd Stevens shared a chart of results of Mosier Area Water Quality sampling that he did in 2009. On several
occasions, the levels of E. Coli and/or Total Coliform at the Mosier Creek Railroad Bridge were very high. We
discussed a monitoring project for next year to determine if there are health issues at the popular recreational
areas of the Pocket Park swimming hole and the Rock Creek Beach. A couple of people volunteered to collect
samples. If anyone else is interested, or wants to contribute money for supplies, please come to a meeting or let
Todd, me, or Kate Conley know.
We also had a number of announcements including:
− Kate is thinking of applying for a grant to educate landowners in how to reduce the amount of
pesticides that wind up in our creeks. The biggest issue is pesticide drift from orchards.
− Kate passed out an information sheet on small grants of less than $10,000. These grants are typically
given to landowners who want to make a significant effort in an on-the-ground restoration project that
will benefit aquatic species, wildlife, or watershed health. However, projects can be done on public land
as well.
− The USGS groundwater final report is in the final stages of regional approval. We aren't exactly sure
when it will be out, but if it's not in Mosier soon, we'll query more USGS managers.
− OWRD is offering another round of grants such as the one that financed our Aquifer Recharge study.
We are wondering if identifying commingling wells can qualify as the ultimate conservation project.
As a final note, I volunteered, and was chosen for our new Council Co-Chair. Even though Wade Root has
resigned as Co-Chair, we hope he still comes to meetings.

BRIAN didn’t set out to be a hero the day he saved a life, he just responded naturally exercising what he knew about CPR.
And many folks are glad he did and he was given a formal note of gratitude from Mayor Rogers and the Mosier City
Council and the City Recorder

On Wednesday, October 5 at about 2:40PM, Brian Barrett had just sold his motorcycle.
He and the buyer were loading the bike onto a trailer, parked about where the old motel used to
be next to the School.
Suddenly the buyer keeled over.
Brian thought the guy was having a seizure.
Then Brian saw the man wasn't breathing.
No pulse either.
Brian called 911 and started CPR.
Brian kept up good-quality CPR and made sure the man's airway was clear. This vital step kept
oxygen going to the man's brain, and literally saved his life. Without this quick and decisive
action, Brian would still own the motorcycle.
Less than four minutes after the guy hit the ground, volunteer EMT Aurora Moore and Chief
Appleton were giving the first of two shocks from our automatic external defibrillator (AED).
After the second shock, the now very blue gentleman resumed a pulse and started breathing on
his own, just as the ambulance showed up.
He was able to nod and say a few words, but he was still in rough shape.
While this outcome reflects well on the EMT's and paramedics, this was a team effort, and the
critical component was Brian's CPR.
He deserves a hero's welcome next time you see him.
If you are interested in learning CPR, contact Chief Appleton at mosierfire@gmail.com,
541-478-3333.
You might save a life. It does happen.

BEES’ REPRIEVE
Marechal Foch
Columbia)Gorge,)2009)13.8%)Alc./Vol.,)750)ml
Columbia)Blossom)is)an)orchard,)not)a)vineyard.)But)we))
)
crop)of)the)season.)It’s)also)our)only)crop)that’s)not)pollinated))
by)bees.)And)as)any)farmer)or)orchardist)(or)hive))will)tell))
you,)it’s)good))to)kick)back)and)take)a)wellMearned)rest))
at)the)end)of)harvest.
www.columbiablossom.com)
GOVERNMENT)WARNING:)(1))ACCORDING)TO)THE)SURGEON))
GENERAL,)WOMEN)SHOULD)NOT)DRINK))ALCOHOLIC)BEVERAGES)DURING))
PREGNANCY)BECAUSE)OF)THE)RISK)OF)BIRTH)DEFECTS.))
(2))CONSUMPTION)OF)ALCOHOLIC)BEVERAGES)IMPAIRS)YOUR))
ABILITY)TO)DRIVE)A)CAR)OR)OPERATE)MACHINERY,)AND)MAY))
CAUSE)HEALTH)PROBLEMS.)

INGREDIENTS:)Organic)Marechal)Foch)Grapes,)
CONTAINS)SULFITES.)PRODUCED)&)BOTTLED)BY:
Springhouse)Cellar,)Hood)River,)OR
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Mosier Survival Garden Store
October-May
Monday Saturday 1PM to 5:30 PM
New Winter Items
Blue Skies Bakery-Fresh Artisan Bread delivered every Thursday by 5 PM
Yukon Gold Potato, Onion, Leek, Salad Greens!!!
Dried Peach, Pear & Apple Slices
Dry GoodsM Flour, Baking mixes, Ezekiel pasta, Seasonings, Nut Butters,
Farm Eggs, Honey, Preserves, Juice Bar, Legumes, Lavender Products
Mon-Sat 1 PM to 5:30 PM Closed Sunday
1150 State Rd Mosier Or. 541 980 2085

A GREAT BIG “THANK YOU” to Charles Young who set up my email. What’s different in sending out Mosier
Valley News is that now, I send it from its own location rather than directly from my computer. The biggest new feature
is that you can subscribe or unsubscribe by clicking below the message. This allows you to do it yourself and I will
simply get a notice that you’ve done so.
I maintain s1conk@gorge.net (that’s the number “one” after the “s”. and for correspondence for the newsletter.

Oregon Department of Forestry has lifted the burn ban.
Property owners and tenants may, under permit, burn in barrels and small back-yard piles.
Fuels-reduction piles and industrial piles are NOT yet permitted.
Fires must be out by 11AM.
All fires must be attended and with permit in hand.
Obtain permits from the City of Mosier, and from ODF in The Dalles (541-296-4626)

MOSIER COMMUNITY NEWS IS A SERVICE TO THE MOSIER COMMUNITY. ADVERTISING IS
FREE, CLASSIFIEDS ARE FREE. WE RELY ENTIRELY ON DONATIONS TO MAKE HARD COPIES OF
THE NEWSLETTER FOR THOSE UNABLE TO RECEIVE OUR NEWS VIA EMAIL.
COPIES ARE AVAILABLE AT THE MOSIER MARKET and 10-SPEED EAST.
YOUR DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED.
SEND CHECKS MADE OUT TO: WILDFLOWER CHEF SERVICES, PO BOX 228, MOSIER, OR 97040
To respond to found dog, send want ads, classified etc. send to suzi at s1conk@gorge.net (number one)

Bring your ukulele and join the
COLUMBIA GORGE UKULELE PLAYERS
Every 1st & 3rd Sunday from 2-4 pm at the Mosier
Grange
Questions? Call Tom & Margaret at 541-478-3895

One Hundred Years Ago In Mosier
Glimpses of History from the Mosier Bulletin
Compiled by Doris Lewis Smith
Friday, November 3, 1911

All persons wishing pictures of their house, orchards or individual trees will do well to consult F.
Patterson who guarantees his work. Drop him a card at Mosier, or orders may be left at the Bulletin office.
Hallowe’en--Much amusement and more or less “cussing” was occasioned last Wednesday morning
when the victims of pranks played the night before by certain “imps of darkness” were discovered.
Most of the jokes were harmless and only caused time and some annoyance to straighten out, but in
some cases the enthusiasm of the jokers carried them too far…There is too often a tendency to work a little
spite in with the “practical” jokes that is not smart or manly and generally emphasizes the “emptyheadedness” of the perpetrators…
Commercial Club Entertains—The “Ghost Party” given in Lamb’s Hall last Monday night by the
Commercial Club was a success from start to finish…Most of the “shades” arrived on time from their
habitations hither and yon, and the hall was filled with a ghostly crowd, wrapped in winding sheets…There
were he ghosts and she ghosts, distinguishable only by the difference in their masks—and the size of their
feet…One of the features of the entertainment was the ghost Hornpipe danced by little Alice Shogren, who
flitted around like a veritable shade, displaying no mean ability…The refreshments consisted of pumpkin pie,
doughnuts and coffee, which were much enjoyed…At a late hour the ghosts repaired to their several abodes
and each one said he had a joysome time.

Friday, November 10, 1911

Count Sobieski Coming—Don’t forget that the first of a series of five entertainments to be given this
winter will be held next Thursday night, Nov. 16, when Count, Col. John Sobieski will deliver a lecture to the
people of Mosier. Press notices from all over America and foreign countries are highly complimentary as to
the Count’s ability to entertain an audience, and the people of Mosier should not miss this opportunity to hear
him.
Notice—I am prepared to dig your potatoes, whether in garden plots or acreage. My prices are 10
cents to 12 ½ cents per sack for digging and picking, according to land; or $5.00 per acre for digging only.
Call on or address Chas. Davenport, Mosier, Oregon.
One of the biggest land deals in Mosier Lands was put through last week by Geo. Chamberlain for the
East Hood River Land Company. The East Hood River Land company has been working the last four years
developing orchard property. The one tract they spent the most money on in developing was a tract of land
that belonged to the Mosier family. It lies on the high land just east of town. It contains 152 acres, of which
120 acres is set in commercial orchards with trees ranging from one to four years old…The purchasers are the
Mosier Development Company, a Portland corporation, with ample capital to complete the development of
this tract…The new company will, so we are informed, finish the orchard development of this tract and then
divide it up among the stockholders, and each will build a bungalow on his individual piece and use it as a
summer home…This will add several families to an already large colony of summer residents…

Friday, November 17, 1911

Col. Sobieski’s lecture in Lamb’s Hall last night was most interesting. His theme was “My Army Life”,
and the story was told with great vividness and force. The Count is a pleasing speaker and captivates his
audience with his humor. The lecture was certainly a success.
Robert H, Newell, representing the Milton Nursery, shipped into Mosier on Tuesday a large assortment
of fruit and shade trees for different people in this district. One of the largest orders was for Mark A. Mayer,
and we understand that Mr. Newell will superintend the setting of the trees this month.
Who wants a Hicks Almanac for 1912? As usual, they retail at 35 cents. Leave your orders at the
Bulletin office and we will get it for you.

Friday, November 24, 1911

The Ladies’ Aid Society will hold a sale of fancy and useful articles at Stroup’s Hall during the
afternoon and evening of December 7, next. Lunch will be served.
Next Wednesday night the second in a series of five entertainments in the winter’s course will be held in
Mosier when the Ricketts Concert Company will give one of their famous musical concerts. This company
consists of two sisters and three brothers, each one an artist, performing on all kinds of instruments, giving
also vocal solos.
Amos Root won a prize at the Portland Apple Show for the best box of Wagner apples. There were
but four Mosier exhibits at the show, C. A. McCargar’s, Ed. L. Howe’s, the Ortley Co., and Amos Root’s. The
latter was the only one competing for a prize.
Many people had given up the idea of turkey for Thanksgiving owing to the remarkably high price.
Later reports, however, say that the bottom is knocked out of the turkey market, so it will be possible for even
the newspaper man to secure at least a few feathers and a gobble for his Thanksgiving dinner.

Do You have photos and/or
stories of Mayerdale? Contact:
DAVE WILSON, Researcher in
Portland
Seeking History:

We are looking for pictures, stories or
items of interest associated with the historic
Mayerdale estate located east of Mosier
on the historic highway.
Please contact Dave Wilson, researcher,
in Portland at 503-682-3633 or dwilson@ssiworld.com

503-682-3633 or
dwilson@ssiworld.com

IF YOU HAVE DIABETES, THIS MIGHT BE FOR YOU.

Meet The Diabetic Chef™

Chris Smith
Cookbook author

Diabetes Academy
Free healthy cooking demonstration and
educational workshop
DATE: Tuesday, November 15, 2011
TIME: 1:00 PM – 2:30 PM
LOCATION: Hood River Valley Adult Center
Kathleen Room
2010 Sterling Place
Hood River, OR 97031-9598

Diabetes Educators will teach:

Diabetes 101
basics

Tips for staying
healthy

Diabetes
medications

Diabetes Academy is offered by Novo Nordisk, a leading diabetes care company.
For tools and resources to manage day-to-day care, visit Cornerstones4Care.com.

The Diabetic Chef is a registered
trademark of Christopher J. Smith.
© 2011 Novo Nordisk Printed in the U.S.A.
0911-00004618-1 November 2011
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Hanford Tour – Kristen McNall
I was invited to tour Hanford with a group of Oregon legislators and regulators last month. The tour lasted an entire day and
included much too much to describe in this newsletter. Thus, I'm going to give a few general impressions and some overall
background. Please feel free to ask me questions if you want to know more.
Hanford is big. Really big. 586 square miles sounds like a lot, but I didn't really appreciate how much land 586 square miles
really is until I saw expanses of desert with nothing (still Hanford) and they told us it would take the bus 45 minutes to get
back to Richland from the center of Hanford. I asked why Hanford is so spread out and was told that it was probably
designed that way to make it harder for the enemy to destroy very much and also to minimize the damage in case there was an
explosion or spill. Remember, Hanford was part of the WWII effort and the engineers and workers were going all out to
manufacture Plutonium to create bombs to win the war. A few hundred square miles of desert was considered a small price in
the overall fight.
Here's a map and description of the site (courtesy of the background information we got prior to the tour):

(ERDF = Environmental Restoration Disposal Facility ie a massive state of the art landfill for contaminated (but not too
horrible) dirt, concrete, and other waste. This giant pit is where they put all of the nasty stuff they clean up from other parts of
the site. Notice that it's a couple miles long.)
Hanford Site Orientation (thanks to Ken Niles for this bit)
The 300 Area was used to fabricate uranium fuel for Hanford’s reactors. Research and laboratory work was also done in this
area. In recent years, dozens of buildings and waste sites in the 300 Area have been demolished and cleaned up.
The Columbia Generating Station nuclear power plant, owned by Energy Northwest, is an operating commercial nuclear
power reactor located north of the 300 Area. There are also two unfinished nuclear reactors in that same area. The reactor
provides electrical power to the northwest power grid. Although located at Hanford, it is not part of the Hanford operations.
The 100 Areas are located at the far north end of the site, along the Columbia River. There were nine nuclear production
reactors that operated in these areas. Eight of the nine were shut down by 1972; the ninth was shut down in 1987. Uranium
fuel was irradiated in the reactors. That process created new elements, including plutonium. Five of the old reactors have been
put into a safe, long-term storage configuration (called cocooning). Similar work is underway on three of the other reactors.
The B Reactor will be maintained as a museum. It was the world’s first full-scale nuclear reactor. (KNM: A super interesting tour,
especially for science nerds.)
Irradiated fuel from Hanford’s reactors was brought to chemical processing facilities located in the 200 Areas, near the center
of the site. Through a series of chemical processes, plutonium was extracted from the irradiated fuel, then refined for use in

weapons. The underground waste storage tanks are located in the 200 Areas.
…....(and now back to Kris)
The “underground waste storage tanks” or “tank farms” are where the nastiest of nasty stuff is stored. Much of this material has
the consistency of peanut butter and it's so caustic that it would quickly burn through exposed flesh. This waste is what will be
vitrified, or turned into large glass logs, in the Waste Treatment Plant aka WTP, or “Vit Plant.” The Vit Plant is being built in the
200 area, at a cost of approximately $1 Billion / year.
In addition, Hanford contractors are cleaning up or have cleaned up old facilities throughout the site. We saw a lot of
demolished or mostly demolished industrial facilities and excavation sites. It's important to understand that although the tank
farms are the most horrible, they aren't the only problem at Hanford. Most of the recent periodic public hearings have
concerned other waste sites that have nothing to do with the tank waste. For example, there are a number of sites which contain
plutonium contaminated dirt. The DOE is currently planning on leaving a lot of this dirt in place. Oregon has written the DOE
expressing our concerns that this Plutonium may actually be mobile given Hanford's soil chemistry.
Ken Niles' description of our tour was 9+ pages so I'm not going to cover it all here. Thus, I'll finish with a few personal
impressions.
First, I was struck by how slowly things appeared to be happening. The apparently pace of work was much slower than at other
construction sites I've seen. Apparently this situation was partly because they were laying off over 1000 people due to the end of
Recovery Act (stimulus) funding. However, the bigger reason is that at Hanford shovels of dirt may be radioactive. The sorts of
safety shortcuts the DOE took in prior times are no longer acceptable. Thus, excavation must be handled in a very deliberate
fashion to allow for constant monitoring so waste can be handled safely. Even the WTP construction appeared to be proceeding
at a very deliberate pace. However, we were reminded that the WTP will be handling the (toxic radioactive) tank waste, so it is
being built to a high standard of earthquake safety. The amount of rebar and the thickness of the concrete walls were
impressive. I'll be very interested to hear more about the safety culture at our upcoming Hanford Cleanup Board meeting, as that
culture has been the subject of controversy lately.
Finally, Hanford doesn't look like a giant Hazardous Waste Oh So Nasty Superfund Toxic Wasteland. It looks like a big expanse
of desert with some old buildings, and a few new ones, scattered about. The infamous tanks are all underground, not to be seen.
I am relieved that science has convinced the public of the need to clean up a mess which isn't obvious to the untrained naked
eye. However, I am also convinced that it will take continued commitment, vigilance, and a lot of money to get the job done
properly so future generations won't be harmed by this toxic legacy of the past.

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY
FRANS.
HAVE A GREAT
YEAR.

For additional information

Frans Bosman, CCMHP
P.O. Box 510, Mosier, Oregon 97040
541-980-0764
frans@essentialresonance.com

TOUCH (not tough) RUGBY
PLAYERS WANTED
Well, tough ones can play too,
we don’t discriminate.

Touch
Rugby
Just For Fun

No Experience

All genders

Necessary

Hood River Marina Park Fridays at 6pm
Mosier Community School Sundays At 4PM
For more info call Charles 503 360 3178

Congratulations,
Elizabeth
Anderson, on your
darling puppy,
Sunny.

