
Love Interest
We woke one morning to the 
sound of a loud crash.  Seems 
a large buck deer had attacked 
our elk shown above.  The 
debate still stands as to 
whether the buck was feeling 
competetive or amorous but 
whatever he was doing, he 
knocked this elk flat.  It took 
three strong men to stand it 
up again. Suzi C.

Suzic

WINTER AND PETS 
I had been told that the 
training procedure with cats 
was difficult. It's not. Mine 
had me trained in two days.
- - - Bill Dana (William 
Szathmary)

Winter’s here so make sure cats 
and dogs are in a shelter during the 
freeze and remember, rain can turn 
to ice quickly so keep your animals 
dry.  Check paws for ice cuts and 
thaw, slowly, ice packed in between 
toes.  Keep their water thawed too.

Mookie, 
checking out 
the first snow of 
the season, 
November 18.

Fiction by Celyne Camen

 Those who 
speak of 
revolution and 
class struggle 
without 
explicitly 
referring to 
daily life, 
without 
understanding 
what is 
subversive in 
love and positive in refusing 

constraints, those ones have a 
corpse in their mouths.

-- Raoul Vaneigem

I wonder what 
I will do if 
Miguel doesn’t 
call.

Lydia looks 
out the 
window, 
waiting for her 
lover to phone. 
The clouds 
form and 

disperse like dreams, making 

z Stories in Winter z
Dark comes early these days and what better excuse to read books, 
listen to tales and share stories.  We start this issue with a short 
story written by Celyne Camen, one of our editors.  She wrote it for 
November but it was accidentally omitted so we share it now.

LYDIA WAITS, A MYTH

“ . . . W H E R E  T H E  A N G E L  O P E N S  H E R  P A L M  A N D  Y O U ’ R E  I N  M O S I E R . ” 
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shape out of shadow. A magical rain – sprite drops 
that float from sun and blue sky, carry a moisture 
that is not wet.

There is a sharp yearning in her chest for both her 
lover and the magnificent natural scene which lays 
before her. She is in love. Her room has a view of 
a wide river running through a deep embrace of 
rock and meadow climbing, up to the sky in 
peaks, one of which stands above the rest -- a 
volcano with a hat of snow.  It is Fall. The colors 
are a rich mix of swirling burnt yellow and orange 
and red.

There is something both radical and revolutionary 
about living in the midst of such a setting.  
Elevated as she is by her deep feelings of love, 
Lydia does not distinguish between herself, her 
lover or the earth they sit upon. It has all become 
one.  The rumblings of the land’s dramatic and 
violent geological history – the heaving, flooding 
and bursting of the landscape.  The echoing cries 
of the indigenous who have suffered and suffer. 
The wind that blows and throws brittle trash in 
passionate frustration.  The startling beauty of a 
volcano peaking her head out from the clouds. All 
these things are in and of her.

Why does Miguel not call?
  

 She was so often overwhelmed by personal and 
collective hurtles and obstacles to freedom in her 
super complicated and modern life. She abhors 
war, the corporate takeover of the earth, the 
destruction of the living. It all seemed too much, 
too difficult. All she wanted to do was love and be 
love.  She felt exhalted to live in the midst of this 
magnificent land. She searched it like some 
ancient glyph laid before her, certain that the 
secret solutions lay in interpreting the geometry of 

the cliffs and slopes, the depth in the gorge or the 
myths the clouds act out across the sky.

She finds an opening in the sky, a fan of golden 
light, a sky mermaid beckoning her to flight.

I could fall into it. I could rise to it.

The clouds paint a chain of flowers  –a wreath? – 
a crown? She wants to pull it down and place it on 
her lover’s head.
I am in love – with this world, with the sky that 
slowly falls from gold to charcoal, with this life, 
with this man. Will he never call?

The sky has turned the color of his skin under 
candlelight. She reaches out to touch the sky. She 
turns back to touch the plastic phone. She stands 
and twirls around and around in the golden light.

And now the sky has gone beyond any color of 
comparison – like a field of sunflowers on fire. 

It is a gift – this beauty – this life.

The tail of the mermaid stretches, curls, catching 
the wind.

 Why has he not called? Perhaps he is watching it 
also, too enthralled to pick up the phone.

The sky is turning blue-black and a train cries out 
in the distance. The night moves on. The sky is 
now like an upside-down sea on a dark stormy 
night – waves painting down to earth, threatening 
to drown life. A chain of blackbirds fly overhead 
escaping. 

He is not going to call.

The sky is a slate of obsidian, a blinder. She can 
take it no more. She throws on a sweater and goes 



out walking, purposely toward the river. It is 
raining again lightly.

A full moon over the river watches the tiny red 
eyes of an old steamship roll in. A dog dances out 
on the sandbar. She watches the moon – so damn 
bloated and bright it frightens her.  A fat glowing 
apparition that makes her shadow so long it 
stretches across the shore toward where her lover 
sits not calling her, never calling her.

He will not call.

 The moon slinks behind a cloud and her shadow 
sinks into the earth waiting with and without hope 
and with all the power of a woman’s love.

  Maybe you have felt it?

Celyne Camen is working on a book of short 
stories entitled  The Mood Bewilders Me
 

A THANK YOU TO MOSIER
Friends of the Historic Columbia River Highway 
Thank Mosier Volunteers
The Friends of the Historic Columbia River 
Highway would like to thank the citizens of 
Mosier that volunteered to make the first annual 
Gorge Ride a great success!  We appreciate those 
who staffed rest stops and help direct bicycle 
traffic.

Over 375 bike riders were introduced to the 
eastern end of the Historic Columbia River 
Highway, and the Hood River to Mosier section of 
the HCRH State Trail.  Riders came from as far 
south as Corvallis, Sisters and Bend, as far north 

as Tacoma and as far west as Forest Grove.  Ages 
of pre-registered participants ranged from 10 to 75 
with an average of 47.

The Gorge Ride began at the Columbia Gorge 
Discovery Center and Museum and traveled on 
the Historic Columbia River Highway through the 
Rowena Loops to Rowena Crest, where 
participants enjoyed the spectacular view.  The 
rest stop at the historic Mayerdale estate was 
highlighted by fresh off the tree cherries, courtesy 
of owner Tom Garnier!  Participants continued on 
through Mosier to the Historic Columbia River 
Highway State Trail and through the restored 
Mosier Twin Tunnels to the Senator Mark O. 
Hatfield West Trailhead.  The interpretive 
information at the Twin Tunnels Visitors Station 
was supplemented by additional information 
about the history and restoration of the highway.  
Participants then returned to the Discovery Center 
for refreshing ice cream.
One comment received was:

 “We enjoyed our ride today along the 
Columbia River Highway, and we hope 
you make this an annual event.  You had 
fine support from your volunteers, rest 
stops were well organized, the route was 
well marked, and the scenery was (as 
anticipated) spectacular!” 

We particularly appreciate Mosier Mayor Marc 
Berry, who not only volunteered, but also was a 
sponsor of the ride.
Please mark your calendars for the second annual 
Gorge Ride - June 14, 2008.  This year we hope to 
add an antique bicycle contest, with prizes for the 
oldest bicycle, best costume and best restoration.  
Let us know if you have an antique bike and 
would like to participate in the contest.
Funds raised by the Gorge Ride support our 
mission: Friends of the Historic Columbia River 
Highway support the restoration and reconnection 



of the historic highway through the Columbia 
River Gorge.  Our vision is to restore and preserve 
the existing drivable portions of the historic 
highway to their splendid 1920s appearance and 
link drivable portions with pedestrian and bicycle 
accessible connections, creating a continuous 
route through the Columbia River Gorge.    The 
goal is to be able to ride a bike from Troutdale to 
The Dalles without being on Interstate 84 by the 
100th anniversary of the highway in 2016.  
For more information visit our web site: 
www.hcrh.org or write the Friends of the Historic 
Columbia River Highway at P.O. Box 50, Bridal 
Veil, OR 97010 or call Jeanette Kloos, President, 
at 503-227-5638.

 

Kitzhaber’s Take on the Failure of 

Measure 50 

What was the message in the failure of  
Ballot Measure 50?

An extraction from Governor John Kitzhaber’s 
assessment of the failure of Ballot Measure 50 to 
pass.  I think his assessment is very insightful.  
You can read the entire message by going to:

wecandobetter.org this is the official site of the 
Archimedes Movement started by Kitzhaber  to 
address our impending downfall of our healthcare 
system.

A regular visit to this site is very educational and 
will give you a perspective on goals the 
movement has for Oregon and the nation at large.

Check it out.

“In last week's (month’s) election the measure to 
provide funding for the Healthy Kids Plan failed 
to pass by a wide margin. It is important that the 
defeat of Measure 50 not be interpreted as a 
litmus test for concern over the health care needs 
of our children. In my view, nothing could be 
further from the truth. 

As I said in an earlier message, I voted yes on 
Measure 50 in spite of my reservations. At the end 
of the day, it makes no difference to the children 
who need medical services whether those services 
are funded from the general fund or from a 
cigarette tax; whether the funding measure is 
created in the constitution or in statute. 
Nonetheless, I believe that many people who 
voted no on this measure, or who chose not to 
vote at all, were also expressing their reservations 
about the funding method, not about the value of 
providing health care to Oregon's children. 
Whether they opposed the constitutional 
amendment or thought that the cigarette tax was 
inappropriate or unsustainable they remain 
committed to ensuring that all of us - including 
our children - have timely access to effective 
health services. To me, the results of the 
November 6th election tell us that the wrong 
question was on the ballot. Asking people to 
simply approve a revenue measure is not the same 
as asking them to support an equitable, efficient 

Marc Berry and contestants  
at Rowena Crest during 
The Gorge Ride.

http://www.hcrh.org
http://www.hcrh.org
http://e2ma.net/go/815098210/706234/25257131/goto:http://wecandobetter.org/why-i-will-vote-for-measure-50
http://e2ma.net/go/815098210/706234/25257131/goto:http://wecandobetter.org/why-i-will-vote-for-measure-50


Movement has been calling for. And that vision must be more than 
a set of sentences; it must provide enough detail so that each of us 
can compare the new system to the one we have today. Once that 
vision has been agreed upon and refined we will be in a powerful 
position to demand the kind of fundamental change we need and to 
ensure that all the incremental steps are aligned with achieving this 
objective. 

The Archimedes Movement is just finishing a strategic planning 
phase and will soon present a plan for how we can actually make 
this happen. The Movement 
continues to grow in Oregon 

and we now have interest in Montana as well as the support that is 
slowly building in the state of Washington. …….” Excerpted from 
the wecandobetter.org website.  Check out the rest of it.

New Manager Needed at Fairy Dell Store
Gay Jervey and a faithful band of volunteers have been running 
Mosier’s Fairydell Store for three years, and have donated over 
$30,000 in proceeds to Mosier Community School.   Because, as a 
charter school, MCS receives only 80% of the funding that regular 
public schools enjoy, the income from Fairydell has been critical to 

and sustainable health care system that improves the health of Oregonians.

In the wake of the defeat of Measure 50 it is more imperative than ever that we find a way to bring these 
varied perspectives to one table to talk about shared values and intent; to describe the health system that 
we want for our future; not just how we pay for something, but what we want to pay for.

We must begin to design a new and better health system - the shared vision that the Archimedes 

an



overcoming the school’s annual operating budget gap.   The store has also become a traditional stop for 
tourists traveling the Old Highway in the summer, and has been a quaint addition to the physical 
appearance of the town.  

Unfortunately, Gay is no longer able to manage the store, and will step down from that position after 
Christmas this year.  The volunteers and craftspeople who help run the shop are willing to continue with 
their part of the operations, but a new manager is needed to oversee the business.  If you are interested in 
taking over this position, or helping Fairydell evolve into a new business that would still help support 
the school, please contact Gay Jervey at 478-3500, or call the school at 478-3321.

Beautiful Wood Orchard Ladders and Drums
BALDWIN ORCHARD LADDERS and DRUMS

While flipping through an old magazine (2001 actually) I cam upon an article about ORCHARD 
LADDERS hand made by Peter Baldwin.

These ladders are beautiful and came from his frustration with other ladders.  Made of wood, 
they come in different styles.

There’s the  POINTED TOP LADDER  10’ – 22’
  OPEN TOP LADDER  10’ – 22’
  TRIPOD STEPLADDER 6’ – 10’

Rectangular rails are Big-tooth Aspen.  Rails are Ash.
All ladders are treated with preservative and insured.

CHECK THEM OUT AT:  peterbaldwinarts.com/ladders 
	 	 	 	
THEN CLICK ON HIS DRUMS.  

Do You Know How...Got Their Names?
The reason Eightmile, Fivemile, Fifeteenmile rivers (and hence the roads) got those names, according to 
the Oregon Geographic Names tome, is because they were that many miles from historic downtown The 
Dalles on the The Dalles-California stage line. For instance, when the stageline crossed Eightmile creek, 
they were 8 miles south of The Dalles.
So, there you go.  Contributed by the ever curious Holly Griswold



KIDS FIRST GROUP FORMED
A group of  local citizens was formed earlier this year to assure the renewal of  the Mosier Community 
School Charter..  The group calling itself  Kids First continues operating to support community 
education in Mosier.  The group recently took a straw poll via phone and internet to ascertain general 
desires regarding education in Mosier.  If  you would be interested in becoming part of  this group or 
informed of  its next meeting, email Suzi Conklin at s1conk@gorge.net  Membership dues are $5.

DONATIONS RECEIVED TO SUPPORT MOSIER VALLEY NEWS
We received $30 to help cover printing costs of  this newsletter and a ream of  paper.  Thank you very 
much, you know who you are.  Black and White copies are available at the Mosier Market.  Please 
forward the newsletter on to friends.  We now have over 100 on our email list. Anyone wishing to be on 
the list should contact Suzi at s1conk@gorge.net  Do you wish to know about something in the area? Let 
us know, our reporters will find out for you.

CHRISTMAS BASKET PROJECT
Marilynn Shaw is again heading up the Christmas Basket Project for Mosier residents in need.  In case 
you didn’t know, hundreds of  volunteer hours are spent creating a nice Christmas for Mosier residents in 
need.  Donations are always welcome and volunteers always needed.  Food is gathered when at the 
Christmas Fair the first weekend of  December a donation of  canned or packaged foods will be accepted 
as the entry fee.  These food items are then taken to the Grange where they are sorted and organized.  
Through donations, turkeys and everything needed to create a holiday meal down to the sugar, flour and 
paper towels make up food boxes.  Toys are donated or purchased and several volunteers wrap the gifts 
for the children.  In the past, a tree with gift cards was at the post office and the restaurant but this year, 
the restaurant will be closed and the post office cannot legally host a tree.  The new tree position will be 
downstairs of  the Mosier Community School during the Christmas Fair. The tree from the Christmas 
Fair will be transferred to the porch of  The Fairydell store.  We will have tags at the Christmas craft fair 
on December 1 & 2, Mosier City Office and Fairydell.  Applications for families in need will be available 
at Fairydell and the City Office. Applications should be mailed to PO Box 202.  Applications are due 
December 12.

Donations can be mailed to PO Box 284, Mosier.  If  you want to volunteer, email Marilynn Shaw at 
gorgewalks@gorge.net.  Or phone Allene Molesworth at 478-3442.

Grange – 4pm – 7pm –Tuesday, December 11, Wednesday, December 12 & Monday,
December 17 - to accept presents

Gifts can also be returned to Fairydell Wednesday – Sunday – December 5 – 9 &
12 – 16 – 10am – 5pm

mailto:s1conk@gorge.net
mailto:s1conk@gorge.net
mailto:s1conk@gorge.net
mailto:s1conk@gorge.net
mailto:gorgewalks@gorge.net
mailto:gorgewalks@gorge.net






WINTER’S A GREAT TIME FOR CHOCOLATE CAKE
Rich, moist, just about everything you expect a cake to be is in this recipe.  The filling calls for a candy 
thermometer.  If  the buttercream seems daunting, use any of  your favorite frosting recipes as filling.

Suzi’s Favorite Chocolate Cake

3 C sifted cake flour  (sift then measure, don’t substitute all-purpose flour)
1 1/2 teaspoons baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 Cup boiling water
3/4 Cup + 2 tablespoons un-sifted unsweetened non-alkalized cocoa  (i.e. NOT Dutch 
Processed) use Nestles cocoa, or any cocoa that lists only cocoa as ingredients
3/4 C cold water
1/2 cup plain yogurt (regular or low-fat)
1 Tablespoon Vanilla extract
1 1/2 STICK (6 oz.) (12 tbsp) unsalted butter, softened at room temp.
2 2/3 C sugar
3 large eggs, at room temperature

Position a rack in lower third of oven and heat oven to 350 degrees
Line bottoms of three 9-inch cake pans and lightly grease the sides
Combine the flour, baking soda, salt.  Sift together 3 times and set aside.

In a  small mixing bowl, pour the boiling water over the cocoa and stir to blend, cool.  
You can put in refrigerator to speed cooling.  Luke warm is fine.
Stir in cold water to chocolate, stir in yogurt and vanilla.  Set aside.

In the bowl of an electric mixer, beat the butter and sugar until light in color and 
texture (approx. 8-10 minutes.)  AT MEDIUM SPEED.  Whisk the eggs briefly and 
drizzle them into the butter mixture with mixer running continue beating 2-3 min,  
stopping to scrape sides as needed.

Stop the mixer and spoon 1/3 of the flour mixture into the mixing bowl.  Beat on low 
scraping bowl at least once until just combined.  Stop the mixer and add 1/3 of the 
chocolate mixture.  Beat on low, scraping once until just blended.  Repeat with flour 
chocolate, flour, chocolate.

Divide the batter evenly among the three pans. Spread batter level.

Bake, rotating the pans halfway through, until cake just begins to shrink away from 
the sides and toothpick stuck into center has loose crumbs on it but is not wet.  Bake 
approx. 25 min.  Checking at 20 min.



Cool cakes on rack for 5 min.  Run knife around inside edges to loosen cakes, and 
invert on cooling racks until cool.  Cakes become denser and easier to frost if frozen 
first.

CHOCOLATE BUTTERCREAM FILLING

5 oz. unsweetened chocolate, melted then cooled to room temperature
1 Cup sugar
1/3 C water  Combine sugar and water in saucepan.  Bring to boil and cook to 
240 º on candy thermometer.  This is soft ball stage.  If you don’t have a candy 
thermometer, drizzle syrup into cup of cold water, if you can form a loose ball with 
your fingers it is done.

8 egg yolks  In a bowl, using electric mixer, beat yolks on high until thick and 
reduce speed to medium.  Slowly drizzle sugar/water boiling hot into yolks with 
mixer running.

Return to high speed and beat until cool.  (this takes awhile but is essential, the 
butter will melt if yolks are at all warm).
1/2 C soft butter.  Add butter beating into mixture one tablespoon at a time.  
until all butter is added.
Beat in cooled chocolate until well blended.

Spread between layers of chocolate cake.

Ice cake with chocolate ganache.  This is very simple.
8 oz semi-sweet chocolate, chopped
1/2 C cream
Place chopped semi-sweet chocolate in metal bowl or pre-warmed ceramic bowl.
Bring cream to a boil.

Pour the cream over the chocolate, let set 5 minutes then stir to smooth texture.
Cool slightly to thicken then pour onto middle of cake allowing it to run down sides.  
The less you touch it, the shinier it is.

Good River Takes a Break
The Good River Restaurant will be closed until February 7th for a winter break.  They plan to open at 
5pm February 7th.



Hatha Yoga Offered at HeartGate
If  you are looking for Iyengar/Hatha yoga in the area check out the classes taught by Adi at HeartGate 
Sanctuary, 2121 Reed Road next to Oak Grove Park out Country Club Road west end of  Hood River.  
Adi studied yoga in India for 5 years and his method of  teaching  combines yoga styles helping to build 
balance, strength and flexibility.  Classes are Tuesdays at 4pm, the first class is free.  After the first, cost is 
10 classes for $75.  Private classes and meditation are also offered.  541 514 1983 or 
alovedivine@gmail.com


