
‘Tis the Season
No doubt Christmas will be a 
little different this year.  
Perhaps less under the tree?  I 
had a very downsized 
Christmas as a teenager when 
my parents were down to 
their last dollar.  I got a skirt 
and blouse from a cheap store 
that year.  Yea, I was 
disappointed for about a day.  
And far many more days I 
was grateful to learn a 
different way to celebrate 
Christmas.  Suzi

Sugar Cookies 
Decorated 

I love to decorate my sugar 
cookies with colored egg yolks.  
This may not be recommended 

for pregnant women and very 
little children and I won’t debate 
the risk here.  I spent my 
childhood eating my egg yolk 
painted cookies but I must say, 
try it at your own risk.  It makes 
great paint and control over 

your decorating.  
Just add food 
coloring to egg 
yolks and paint 
away.

This week several volunteers 
gathered at the Mosier School 
Kitchen making apple pies to 
sell this 
weekend at the 
Christmas Fair 
in Mosier.  
This reminds 
me of  a 
bumper sticker 
I once saw that 
read “It will be 
a great day 
when our schools have all the 
money they need, and our air force 

has to have a bake-sale to buy a 
bomber.” Robert Fulghum. As I 
calculate the amount of money 
potentially made by selling pies vs. 

the cost of the 
ingredients and 
labor hours I 
know that the 
pies will bring in 
a drop in the 
bucket of what it 
takes to run the 
school.  This 
said, there ARE 
other benefits of 
holding the pie 
sale, not the 

least of which is the camaraderie 
of the pie making.  Within this 
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collective effort is the experience of giving by these women & men in order to raise not only a bit of money but 
perhaps a lot of awareness as well.  And perhaps another benefit to this event is that these people are giving 
YOU the opportunity to give and receive at the same time.  You buy a pie which will stay frozen until the holidays 
thus saving you the labor of baking a pie for one of your festive gatherings and in exchange you help support the 
Mosier school.  All I can suggest is that you buy generously.  Think about the love and labor that went into each 
pie and offer over the asking price.  You’ll feel really good about the gift and your friends and guests will enjoy 
every bite of these made from scratch pies particularly if they know they are participating in an event much more 
significant than just dessert. (See page 7 for photos of the baking effort and for details on where the proceeds will 
go.

GIVING PART TWO
Give coats to the Alpaca Farm up Highway 30 (posters are around Hood River), Give to ARC , Mosier 
Food baskets (details latter in this article), a neighbor, an elderly alone person.  To yourself, love, respect, 
encouragement and gratitude.

GIVING PART THREE
Could this be the season you finally sit your family down to a loving and frank discussion about the 
absurdity of  giving so much “stuff ” for Christmas?  Can the conversation include the notion that 
everyone receive one significant gift and 2-3 small thoughtful ones?  Can you go one step further and 
pitch in some money for the less fortunate and go down to the Mosier Grange to help out with the 
Christmas baskets this year?  Could all of  this make this Christmas stand out in everyone’s memory as 
one of  the most satisfying and meaningful Christmases ever?  Could the children take some money from 
their piggy banks and deliver that money to one of  the animal shelters/rescue places?  Could it happen?

It could.

SPEAKING OF MOSIER CHRISTMAS BASKETS.......

Did you know that a whole lot of  Mosier (and other) volunteers pitch in their time and resources each 
year to provide food baskets and children’s gifts to Mosier’s less fortunate.  This is an impressively 
organized effort and here is how it works and how you can get involved.  

1.  Bring canned goods (make sure they not more than a year old) to the Mosier Fair this weekend and 
get in free.  These canned/packaged goods go into the baskets.

2. Pick a tag off  of  the Christmas tag tree starting DECEMBER 7TH at 10 Speed Coffee. The Thirsty 
Woman or Good River. Fulfill the wish on the tag and take the present unwrapped to 10 Speed 
Coffee, Thirsty Woman or Good River by December 19th.

3. December 15 at 12:30 show up at Mosier Grange to organize the canned goods.

4. Volunteer to wrap presents at The Grange in Mosier December 20th 9am,  



5. Organize the baskets December 22nd at 1pm or help distribute the baskets the 22nd as well.

This is an incredibly wonderful event that you would feel great about getting involved in.  At the very 
least donate some money for the purchase of  turkeys, butter, rolls, lettuce, stuffing, milk, etc. that go into 
the food baskets.  Get connected!  Volunteer by calling Allene Molesworth at 478-3442, or email 
Marilynn Shaw at gorgewalks@gorge.net or Suzi Conklin at s1conk@gorge.net.  Donations gratefully 
accepted at PO Box 284, Mosier, OR 97040  If  you are in need or know someone who is, applications 
for food baskets are at City Hall and 10 Speed Coffee.

Family Night at Mosier School
EXCERPT OF  “MOSIER SCHOOL..” BY STEPHANIE HENDRICKS

On Thursday, November 20th, Mosier Community School hosted their annual Family Night.  This is an exciting 
affair for both the students and the parents because they get the opportunity to visit their child’s classroom and see 
what they have been working on at school.  For the past eight weeks each classroom has focused on a different 
aspect of our country.  The primaries focused on community and family.  The juniors focused on the fifty states 
and the seniors focused on the United States Government. 

The seniors studied the branches of government and their projects ranged from full replicas of the White House, 
to powerpoint presentations about our judicial system, to the biographies of the men who signed the United Stated 
Declaration of Independence.  Several students built replicas of the state capital that were incredibly detailed; one 
even included the pond out front with colored stones to represent the water.  One student was so incensed by her 
study of animal rights issues that she wrote a letter to President Bush about the cruelty of puppy mills.  She 
proudly displayed the letter she received back from President Bush.  It was fascinating to read the children’s 
report on slavery and women’s rights and then shocking to realize that women only received the right to vote in 
1920 and segregation was abolished in 1960 and now, less than 40 years later we have elected our first African 
American President.    

Walking through the gymnasium at Mosier Community School and viewing the work of these children, it is clear 
how important it is for the children to experience what they learn.  There were several pictures displayed of the 
fifth and sixth grader’s trip to Salem to view the capital.  Their visit was filmed by OPB and will be aired in 
February.  The evening concluded with a visit from Actors in Action who did a performance that used all the 
students as the actors and what they had learned about community, the United States and our government for 
content.  It was fascinating to see all the information that had been absorbed by the students at Mosier Community 
School and a pleasure to witness all of their hard work and creativity in their projects. 
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Santa Clause is Coming to Town
SANTA CLAUS IS COMING TO TOWN SO BE PREPARED.

Santa and his Elves are looking forward to hearing from you.  Please mail our Santa letters by December 
20th.  The postal workers and Santa helpers need you to mail  your letters INSIDE THE MOSIER POST 
OFFICE, IN THE MOSIER SLOT so the elves and helpers can get the letters directly.
Please remember to include a return address.
Happy Holidays.

GORGE GROWN FOOD NETWORK NOT DORMANT IN WINTER
In case you don’t know what the Gorge Grown Food Network is here’s a capsulation:  It is an 
organization comprised of  Gorge farmers who collectively wish to keep food local.  They raise food here 
and wish to sell food here so those of  us enjoying food get he freshest, healthiest food possible.  These are 
the farmers you see at the Thursday Farmer’s Market in Hood River next to the Middle School.  These 
are also the farmers with the mobile food truck bringing produce to Mosier Sunday afternoons in the 
summer.  Throughout the year they apply for grants such as one they received for the Food Bank. Here’s 
Sarah’s description of  the grant:

Farm to Food Bank - This fall we received a grant from the Washington Department of Community, Trade, and 
Economic Development for a Farm to Food Bank project - we'll be working with WGAP to purchase and distribute 
fresh, locally grown produce, meat and dairy products to food bank recipients - a win-win for both low-income 
Gorge residents and for small farmers! If you are a Washington producer, interested in being a part of this project, 
and have not yet heard from us, please contact Sarah at sarah@gorgegrown.com.

GGFN also got meat producers together recently to hear from them about challenges and successes of  
raising healthy meat in the area.  They got far more attendees than expected at their meeting.

If you're a Gorge rancher, meat producer, or processor, and you'd like to receive updates on these meetings and 
potential regional projects to address the challenges that meat producers and processors face, please contact 
Sarah at sarah@gorgegrown.com to get added to our email list. 

We also have meeting minutes available from the first meeting; contact Sarah if you would like a copy via email. if 
you weren't at the meeting, here's a chance for you to see what was discussed and offer any additional feedback 
you may have.

The organization also provides workshops like this one:

WORKSHOP: Sustainable Living on a Budget, The Dalles, December 6
FREE Educational Workshop: Introduction to Sustainable Living on a Budget by Monique Dupre

December 6, 2008 
1:30-3:30pm

Columbia Gorge Community College Auditorium, The Dalles, Oregon

* Save money on groceries and all household items, big and small
* Eliminate processed foods & trips to the grocery store
* Find out how to be efficient with time to prepare healthy, whole foods
* Learn how to shop and cook in season
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* Discover how to create daily and weekly rhythms
* Figure out how to involve your children in a healthy, sustainable lifestyle
* Eliminate plastics and purify your home
* Make small changes with big impact on the earth
* Support your local economy
* Consume consciously
* And much more…

Visit sustainablebudget.com for more information.

This free workshop is sponsored by Azure Standard, specializing in quality bulk and natural foods online. Visit 
www.azurestandard.com.

HERE’S SOMETHING TO KEEP TRACK OF FROM KATHY FITZPATRICK
Another two important meetings that should be reported on were the Hanford State of the 
Site and the GNEP meeting.  In short, the DOE wants to delay cleaning up the leaking 53 
million gallon of high level nuclear waste until the year 2040 (last year they told us 
2018).  This nuclear waste was predicted 10 years ago to reach the Columbia River in 30 
years.  Now they tell us that the plume is moving faster than expected.  The second 
meeting was the Federal Govts. presentation of the plan to ship/truck the world's high 
level nuclear waste on I-84 (yes, through Mosier) to Hanford to be buried just like the 53 
million gallons of gunk that are there now.  They also want to reprocess it and ship the 
enriched uranium around the world (again, through Mosier).  We'll be a tourist attraction:  
come find the weapons of mass destruction in the Gorge!

Like to Run??
Attention Mosier runners!  There has been an expressed interest in starting a Mosier 
Valley Runners Club (all ability levels welcome). If you are interested please contact 
Katie Skakel at 478-2529 or   kdskakel@gorge.net.

Should Wal-Mart come to The Dalles? Come to the Wal-Mart hearing this Thursday Dec. 4th, 6:30 PM at the 
Wasco County Circuit Courthouse. Please show up early and speak your mind!
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THANK YOU GLENNA FOR ABOUT TOWN
Glenna McCargar has been out and about gathering local news.  Here’s her report.

The American Legion Post #55 and Auxiliary will host a breakfast and lunch this coming weekend, 
December 6 and 7 at the Mosier Legion Hall.
The breakfast will be served between 7:00 and 11:00 am and the lunch will start after that and run until 
3:00 pm both days.
Breakfast will be a hearty ham, egg, pancake, fruit and beverage meal.
Lunch will be beef stew, bread, hot dogs, chili and pie plus a beverage of your choice.
In the spirit of the season, all of the food items will be reasonably priced.

The legion had their first Bingo game of the Winter in November and are planning another game night 
for January.  Stay tuned for more details.

Mosier Valley Library is continuing to see an increase in usage and has added a program.  It is called 
“Miss Tina’s Story Time” and it happens the first Wednesday of the month from 12:45 to 1:30 pm.  Miss 
Tina is Tina Clark and she is a talented reader and guitar player and provides an entertaining time for the 
kids.  She will be reading again on December 3rd at the library.  We hope to see more children and adults 
are welcome as well.

The library will have a ongoing used paper back book sale during regular library hours..  Saturday hours 
are 10:00 am to noon, Monday 1:00 to 3:00 pm, Wednesday 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, Thursday evening 
from 5:00 to 7:00.  Suggested prices for the books are $.25 apiece or 5 for $1.00, but are negotiable. 

We are proud of the progress that has been made at the library and welcome more volunteers.  Also, we 
are in need of a step stool and a ceiling fan if anyone would like to donate those items.

Please call Joan at 478-3409 or Glenna at 478-3495 if you have questions or comments. 

Around and about…….

Word has been received from Tom and Judy Berthold Gulman that they are doing fine and well away 
from the unrest in Mumbai, India formerly Bombay.  The Gulman’s are making their home in this global 
hot spot and stay in touch with Judy’s mom, Peggy Berthold.

More good news is that Robert Huskey is on the mend after a heart attack, a trip to Portland in an 
ambulance and triple bypass surgery.  Robert says he is getting better every day and returned to work as 
the sextant at Idlewood Cemetery in Hood River on December 1, after four weeks away.  Bob’s wife is 
the secretary at Parkdale Elementary School and took four weeks off to help nurse Bob back to health.  
Their daughter SaVanna will finish at Western Oregon University with a degree in Business later this 
month and son Shay is at the University of Oregon for his first college year, major undecided at this 
point.



Mosier Home Extension Study Group will meet on December 11 at the home of Linda Carroll at 1125 
State Road.  This will be our annual Christmas party.  Linda is cooking a pork loin roast and everyone else 
is asked to bring a side dish or a dessert and a $10 gift for the gift exchange.  Linda’s home is perched on a 
hill overlooking the Mayerdale Farm and the river.  
On December 16th, the study group plans to celebrate the season with lunch at the Riverside Grill of the 
Hood River Inn.  Come and get acquainted in a relaxed and holiday atmosphere.
Come January, we will be back to our regular schedule of meeting on the first Thursday of the month. 
Every month we have a business meeting, a lesson and share a meal.  So far we have had lessons on 
Stress, Food Safety for Seniors and Soups.  The coming months will cover the following subjects:  Master 
Gardeners, Italy, Tea and a plant sale plus others. For more information, please call President Peggy 
Berthold at 296-4000.

Pies and Apple Crisp Sale cont. from page 1

Parents of Mosier’s 6th grade class gathered Tuesday, Dec. 2 to make 37 apple pies and 40 some apple 
crisps to sell at this weekend’s Christmas Fair at MCS.  The revenues from the fruits of their labor will 
help pay for a trip to ENGLAND with Principal Carol Schmidt next May.  The students will stay with 
Principal Schmidt’s relatives.  They will see, in their quick 10 day tour, The Tour of London, the site of the 
Battle of Hastings, Houses of Parliament, Millennium Bridge, Abby Lane, The London Eye, Greenwich, 
Lester Square Westminster Abbey, and much more.  This is a wonderful opportunity for Mosier’s 
“Seniors” so help support this effort by purchasing a pie or crisp at the fair and be generous.  A lot of work 
and love went into making these goodies.  They will be well worth whatever you pay.



Update on the Wind Farm
Hello All:
    I wanted to share some good news on the SevenMile Hill Cascade Wind Project.  You will recall that UPC/First 
Wind began in 2006 by obtaining temporary use permits from the Planning Director for the placement of Met 
Towers on the Kortge, Robbins, Fulton and Ketchum properties.  Site specific wind testing is a prerequisite to 
installing a wind generation facility.  Appeals were filed by the Murrays and Wilsons as to the Kortge and Robbins 
properties.  The permits were upheld by the Wasco County Planning commission, and appeals were then filed to 
the County Court by Womble and the Casadys.  The County Court also upheld the permits, and Womble and the 
Casadys then appealed to the State Land Use Board of Appeals (LUBA).  LUBA ruled in favor of Womble and the 
Casadys, setting aside the permits and remanding the case back to Wasco County for further proceedings.  UPC 
thereafter erected met towers on the Kortge property in spite of the LUBA decision and refused to take down the 
Robbins tower.  Womble then sued UPC in Circuit Court for an injunction requiring the removal of the towers, and 
Judge Paul Crowley ruled in Womble's favor and ordered the Kortge towers removed and the Robbins tower 
disabled.  UPC filed two unsuccessful attempts in the Supreme Court to prohibit Judge Crowley from issuing the 
injunction. 
    After Judge Crowley made the injunction permanent and entered judgment, UPC filed an appeal with the Court 
of Appeals claiming Judge Crowley exceeded his jurisdiction.  Briefs were submitted by both sides and oral 
argument was set for this December 9.
    In the meantime, the lease UPC had on the Robbins property for met towers and wind turbines expired October 
21, 2008, and Grant and Leonie Robbins informed UPC they would not renew the lease (Hooray for Grant and 
Leonie !!)  UPC then removed the disabled met tower.  After confirming this with Grant, I contacted UPC's attorney 
and told her I would notify the Court of Appeals that the Robbins portion of the appeal was now moot. UPC has 
now responded by moving to voluntarily dismiss their appeal as to both properties, which means the injunction will  
stand.  The attorney has told me they are dismissing for the reason "they will no longer be needing permits on 
either the Robbins or Kortge properties".  The attorney also informs me they will be notifying the County this week 
that they are withdrawing their applications for met towers on both the Kortge and Robbins properties. 
    These are major setbacks for UPC and great news for our side.  But it remains to be seen exactly what 
UPC will do with respect to their Siting Council application and the overall project.  There are a number of 
possibilities, but all are just speculative at this point.         
 
Best Wishes,   
Mark Womble


